
ConseCration to Jesus
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann will celebrate the consecration to 
Jesus through Mary on Dec. 8 at the following locations: Church 
of the Ascension in Overland Park at 7 a.m.; Church of the As-
sumption in Topeka at noon; and Holy Trinity in Lenexa at 6:30 
p.m.

no Leaven next week
Because of the Thanksgiving holiday, there will be no issue of The 
Leaven on Dec. 5. The Leaven will resume its regular schedule on 
Dec. 12. Deadline for calendar and advertising is 10 days before the 
desired publication. Send all advertising and calendar notices to: 
julie@theleaven.com.
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Advent
it’s rare for the Leaven to go outside the archdiocese for its advent picture. 

But with archbishop naumann’s great-nephews and nieces (not to mention 

his namesake, Joey) growing up so fast, we’ve made an exception. From left 

are: Joey, 6; Grace, 13; Jacob, 12; and emily, 5. the four are the children of 

Dave and Dee Dee naumann, of our Lady of the Presentation Parish in Lee’s            

summit, Missouri.  advent begins on nov. 30.

— Photo by Lori wood Habiger
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President 
Obama’s an-
nouncement 

last week that he 
will use executive 
orders to grant protection 
from deportation for three 
years, as well as grant work 
permits to approximately 4.1 
million parents of children 
who are legal U.S. citizens, 
has sparked both heated 
criticism and exuberant 
praise. 

Through similar 
executive orders, 
President Obama has also 
granted protections and 
opportunities to another 
300,000 individuals who 
were illegally brought as 
minors to this country. 

In reaction to the 
president’s announcement, 
Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, 
chairman of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops Committee on 
Migration, stated: “We have 
a long history of welcoming 
and aiding the poor, the 
outcast, the immigrant, and 
the disadvantaged. Each 
day, the Catholic Church 
in the United States in her 
social service agencies, 
hospitals, schools, and 
parishes witnesses the 
human consequences of the 
separation of families, when 
parents are deported from 
their children or spouses 
from each other.”

Archbishop Joseph 
Kurtz, the president of the 
USCCB, observed: “There 
is an urgent pastoral need 
for a more humane view 
of immigrants and a legal 
process that respects each 
person’s dignity, protects 
human rights, and upholds 
the rule of law. As our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, said so 
eloquently: ‘Every human 
being is a child of God! He 
or she bears the image of 
Christ! We ourselves need 
to see, and then enable 
others to see, that migrants 
and refugees do not only 
represent a problem to be 
solved, but are brothers 
and sisters to be welcomed, 
respected and loved.’”

An August 2013 
statement by the USCCB 
Office of Policy and Public 
Affairs, summarizing the 
teaching on migration 
contained in the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, 
stated: 

“The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (CCC) 
instructs the faithful that 
good government has two 
duties, both of which must 
be carried out and neither 
of which can be ignored. 
The first duty is to welcome 
the foreigner out of charity 
and respect for the human 
person. Persons have the 
right to immigrate and 

thus government must 
accommodate this right to 
the greatest extent possible, 
especially financially 
blessed nations: ‘The 
more prosperous nations 
are obliged, to the extent 
they are able, to welcome 
the foreigner in search of 
the security and means of 
livelihood which he cannot 
find in his country of origin. 
Public authorities should 
see to it that the natural 
right is respected that places 
a guest under the protection 
of those who receive him’ 
(2241).

“The second duty is to 
secure one’s border and 
enforce the law for the 
sake of the common good. 
Sovereign nations have the 
right to enforce their laws 
and all persons must respect 
the legitimate exercise 
of this right: ‘Political 
authorities, for the sake 
of the common good for 
which they are responsible 
may make the exercise 
of the right to immigrate 
subject to various juridical 
conditions, especially with 
regard to the immigrants’ 
duties toward their country 
of adoption. Immigrants 
are obliged to respect with 
gratitude the material and 
spiritual heritage of the 
country that receives them, 
to obey its laws and to assist 
in carrying civic burdens’” 
(2241).

I think most people 
will agree the rights and 
responsibilities outlined 

in the Catechism are 
balanced and reasonable. 
The problem is how do 
you renew and reform an 
immigration system that 
has ignored for so long both 
duties of good government.

According to the USCCB 
Office of Policy and Public 
Affairs, only 5,000 green 
cards are available annually 
for low-skilled workers. A 
green card does not grant its 
holder citizenship, but the 
right for residence and the 
freedom to pursue steady 
employment in the United 
States. It is true that our 
government grants many 
more green cards than 5,000, 
but they are to immigrants 
that bring skills, expertise 
and talents that will benefit 
our nation. 

It is also true that our 
nation grants many more 
temporary work visas for 
those seeking seasonal 
employment, especially 
for agricultural workers. 
However, these do not 
provide long-term solutions 
for those seeking the 
opportunity to provide for 
the basic needs of their 
families.

Despite all of our 
problems, we remain a 
financially blessed nation. 
How can we be so stingy 
in welcoming immigrants 
who are seeking the same 
opportunity that brought 
our ancestors to this 
nation? 

Similarly, our 
government has done a 
very poor job securing our 
borders. Both for national 
security and the good order 
of society, our government 
needs to regulate who 
enters our country and to 
know who is residing within 
our borders.

There is a strong 
consensus among 
Americans and our elected 
officials that the current 
system is broken. The vast 
majority of Americans agree 
on the importance of border 
security. Similarly, most 
Americans also are proud 
of our history of welcoming 
immigrants and want our 
nation to continue this 
tradition in our time.

If the preceding is true, 
then why have we failed 
for decades to reform our 
immigration system and to 
protect our borders? It is 
my personal opinion that 
reasonable reform efforts 
have been stymied because 
both political parties have 
been more interested in 
gaining political advantage 
than solving the underlying 
problems.

President Obama had the 
opportunity during his first 
two years in office, when his 
party had majorities in both 
chambers of Congress, to 
exert leadership and reform 
our immigration policies. In 

my opinion, he chose not to 
do so because of fear of the 
political consequences. 

Similarly, President 
George W. Bush supported 
comprehensive immigration 
reform, but did not receive 
support from members of 
his own party in passing a 
bipartisan plan.

This is simply not 
acceptable. Our current 
immigration policies and 
the manner that they are 
being enforced are harming 
millions of individuals and 
families. 

Statistics can be cold 
and impersonal. However, 
each number contained 
in the statistics of the 
undocumented residents 
represents a real person, 
with a real family.

Think about your own 
family history. What if your 
ancestors who immigrated 
to the United States were 
denied entrance or not 
granted legal status? How 
very different your life 
would be today.

There is no denying 
that the issues involved 
are complex. How do we 
protect our borders and 
be generous in allowing 
individuals and families to 
enter our nation legally? 
How do we allow economic 
opportunity for immigrants 
without jeopardizing the 
employment opportunities 
for those who are already 

citizens? How do we 
regulate the flow of 
immigrants so as not to 
overwhelm the health care 
systems and educational 
institutions, especially in 
border states?

Yet, the opportunities 
are also enormous. The 
enthusiasm of immigrants 
for American ideals has 
always re-invigorated our 
nation. We need young 
workers to help fund 
Social Security for senior 
citizens. We know from past 
experience the children and 
grandchildren of immigrants 
will be the innovators 
and leaders for the next 
generations. 

I pray that the new 
Congress will accept the 
challenge of the president 
to enact legislation that 
will provide a balanced 
and enduring solution to 
our current immigration 
problems. The president 
must also be willing to work 
with Congress and not just 
dictate the terms for reform. 
Both parties need to tone 
down the rhetoric, stop 
looking for opportunities 
to gain political advantage 
and create an immigration 
policy that protects the 
integrity of our nation 
and opens up a world of 
opportunity for millions of 
families. We are America. 
We can do this!
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LiFe wiLL Be viCtorious

archbishop 
JOSePH F. NAuMANN

calendar

arCHBisHoP
nauMann
dec. 1 
St. Paul’s outreach leadership 
dinner

dec. 2 
administrative team meeting

legatus meeting

dec. 3
confirmation — St. dominic, 
holton, and St. Francis Xavier, 
mayetta

dec. 4 
chancery staff open house

dec. 5-6 
visit to Kenrick Seminary
 
dec. 8 
mass and consecration to 
Jesus through mary
• Church of the Ascension, 
overland Park, at 7 a.m.
• Assumption, Topeka, at noon 
• Holy Trinity, Lenexa, at 6:30 
p.m.

dec. 9 S
Southern region priests meet-
ing — Prairie Star ranch

ethics committee meeting — 
Savior Pastoral center
 
dec. 10 
Johnson county Serra club 
meeting — reardon center 
Complex

donnelly college board of 
trustees meeting

dec. 11 
catholic radio network blessing

catholic education Foundation 
board meeting

dec. 12 
mass — bishop miege high 
School, roeland Park

St. lawrence advisory board 
meeting

dec. 14 
Mass and blessing of crucifix 
and St. Peregrine statue — 10 
a.m., church of the ascension

mass and vespers with apos-
tles of the Interior life

arCHBisHoP
keLeHer
nov. 30 mass — Federal pris-
on camp

dec. 9 
labor review board — chicago 
   
dec. 10
cardinal’s dinner — chicago

dec. 11 
30th anniversary as a bishop

dec. 13 
mass — Federal prison

dec. 14 
mass — Women’s prison

Tone down the rhetoric and let’s work the problem

Despite 
all of our 

problems, we 
remain a finan-
cially blessed 
nation. how can 
we be so stingy 
in welcoming 
immigrants who 
are seeking the 
same opportunity 
that brought our 
ancestors to this 
nation?”
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By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— Advent calendars 
have long yielded 
tiny treats to the lit-
tlest Catholics.

This year, adults 
might be surprised 

to find there are ways to mark the days 
until Christmas at their fingertips as 
well.

A new app — launched just in time 
for Advent — holds special content for 
the season and highlights the treasure 
trove of Catholic videos and other con-
tent in the online archdiocesan Digital 
Media Center.

Now individuals, families and min-
istry leaders can download the Cath-
olic Media ArchKCK app and have a 
wealth of information on a variety of 
church topics on their smartphones 
and tablets.

“This is an increasingly mobile 
world,” said Tim Chik, director of Sav-
ior Pastoral Center and the Digital Me-
dia Center. “And so what we wanted to 
do was take this really robust engine 
online and put it into the hands — and 
literally, the handheld devices — of all 
people.”

The new Catholic media app, 
searchable under the phrase “Catho-
lic Media ArchKCK” in the Apple App 
Store and Google Play, launched this 
November.

The app by Subsplash Consulting 
offers a portal to the more than 2,000 
existing videos in the archdiocesan 
Digital Media Center (which can be 
found online at: http://resources.arch 
kck.org).

While the app will offer new and 
timely content throughout the church 
year, its kickoff for Advent offers users 
new ways to engage in the season.

Useful in Advent, all year
Users can start the new church year 

by first downloading the app, then 
clicking the “Advent” tab. There, they 
will be led in a daily prayer, the first 
of which will be led by Archbishop Jo-
seph F. Naumann, with other priests to 
follow.

 “They can walk through Advent ev-
ery day with just a little audio reflec-
tion,” said Chik.

The effort is a joint one of the Arch-
diocese of Kansas City in Kansas; the 
Diocese of Reno, Nevada; and the 
U.S. Archdiocese for the Military Ser-
vices. It makes sense to have the mil-
itary archdiocese take part, said Chik, 
because as long as men and women 
serving overseas can access content on 
their phones, they can access this app 
and all it offers.

Representatives of the other dioces-
es will also lead prayers.

And then on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays during Advent, Steve An-

grisano and John Angotti, nationally 
known Catholic ministry leaders and 
musicians, will contribute as well.

“They’re going to be kind of just 
walking the journey with us,” said 
Chik. “This is content that is nowhere 
else. This is exclusive to us. And so, 
in terms of really being able to try to 
prepare for Christmas, this would be a 
really useful app to go to every day.”

Most of the videos available through 
the app are free to view; a few may be 
downloaded for a small charge.

Chik believes there’s something to 
match every interest.

“Some people like to pray in the car 
on the way to and from work, and a lot 
of our stuff is also audio,” said Chik. 
“So you could, for example, listen to 
a talk by Scott Hahn on your way, just 
by playing the audio on your phone. Or 
if you wanted to do the daily readings 
with your kids in the mornings so they 
could have a little prayer time with the 
family, we have that as well.”

Betsy Helow, pastoral associate with 

the archdiocesan office of evangeliza-
tion, believes the daily readings, the 
Liturgy of the Hours and more under 
the “Today” tab will open opportuni-
ties to pray first thing in the morning 
simply by picking up her phone.

“I actually love listening to talks and 
any sort of formation when I’m work-
ing out,” she said. “And so, I think it’s 
really neat that now I can just pull up 
any of this information and click a talk 
or something that I haven’t seen.”

Helow, who spent two years as a mis-
sionary with the Fellowship of Catho-
lic University Students at the Univer-
sity of Kansas in Lawrence, even got 
permission from FOCUS to upload its 
collection of materials into the Digital 
Media Center, so those resources are 
available as well.

Rich resource
Ray Martin, social media and family 

life director at Church of the Ascen-

sion in Overland Park, sees a lot of op-
portunity to link people to their faith 
through the Digital Media Center.

And users don’t have to worry 
about video recommendations or ad-
vertising contrary to church teaching 
because the archdiocese controls it, he 
said.

Having a vast and searchable col-
lection of faith videos and audio pre-
sentations available at one’s fingertips 
through the app will add yet another 
element to share the faith with people 
through media they use all the time, he 
said.

It would be natural at dinner with 
friends to pull out a phone and watch 
the replay of a great catch in a football 
game, he said, and he hopes the same 
would be true when the topic turns to 
faith.

“You could literally pull your phone 
out, search the topic for a video you’ve 
seen before, and share it with your 
friends in the middle of a conversa-
tion,” said Martin.

He believes Catholics are searching 
for greater access to and enhancement 
of their faith, and this app provides a 
great tool.

“I would encourage people to 
bring this technology to their finger-
tips because we never know when 
those moments are going to occur 
— when either we personally or in 
discussion with friends have an op-
portunity either to become closer to 
God or to evangelize our faith,” said 
Martin.

There is also a “Live” tab users can 
click to link into live events that are 
underway.

People can also connect through 
the app to the archdiocesan Facebook, 
Twitter and home page.

While many great Catholic apps ex-
ist, Chik sees this one as a cutting-edge 
endeavor that he believes will grow in 
terms of participating publishers and 
other areas interested in coming on 
board in the future.

At the end of the day, it’s all about 
evangelization and growing in faith.

“I think we need to bring Jesus ev-
erywhere we go,” said Chik, “and I 
think that includes the digital plat-
forms that we use.

“If our mobile devices are plac-
es where we’re not bringing Christ, 
then that’s a place that we haven’t 
allowed him into our hearts and into 
our lives.”

catholic? There’s an app for that
Archdiocese rolls out new digital media app in time for Advent

Get tHe aPP
the catholic media archKcK app 

is available for all mobile devices. It 
can be found in the apple app Store 
and Google Play by searching for: 
“catholic media archKcK.”

It is free to download, and the 
majority of the videos are free to 
watch.

LeAveN PHOTO By JeSSICA LANGDON

Betsy Helow, pastoral associate with the archdiocesan office of evangelization, demonstrates the 
new Catholic Media archkCk app which her office helped create. the app draws its content from 
the archdiocesan Digital Media Center and is free for immediate download on all platforms.
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By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Ed’s 
heels didn’t exactly leave 
grooves in the asphalt, but 
joining the Teams of Our 

Lady wasn’t his idea. 
“I dragged Ed to the meeting be-

cause I felt we needed more couple 
time,” said Sally Henry, a member of 
St. Monica-St. Elizabeth Parish in Blue 
Rapids.

“For me, it was, ‘Hey, pay attention, 
here’s wifey,’ and he’s such a good hus-
band he came along,” she continued.

Nine years ago, then-pastor Father 
Jim Shaughnessy invited a number of 
couples — including the Henrys — to 
take part in a little pilot program.

New parishioners Jim and Moogie 
Roeder, who came from California, 
had been involved in a marriage en-
richment program called Teams of 
Our Lady there. They wanted to start 
a team in Kansas, so they pitched it to 
Father Shaughnessy, and he was sold.

Nine years later, the Henrys are the 
sector couple for Kansas and part of a 
six-couple team. There are nine teams 
in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas, with three more forming.

“Teams of Our Lady is a program 
that seeks to help couples grow deep-
er in their faith as they grow a deeper 
relationship,” said Sally. “The couples 
form a team of five to seven couples, 
who meet once a month.”

The monthly meetings aren’t en-
counter groups. And you only share 
what you want to share. Here, “Ve-
gas Rules” apply: What’s talked about 
at the monthly meeting stays in the 
monthly meeting. No pressure.

“At the meeting you have a meal, 

share, and talk about the highs and 
lows — at any level you want, you share 
what you want,” said Sally. “Then we 
have prayer, with meditation and in-
tentions. We have a reading of psalms 
to close the prayer part.”

These monthly meetings can form 
very tight groups.

“You develop as a strong communi-
ty,” said Ed. “None of the teams have 
fallen apart. . . . I’ve seen other social 
groups get together and fall apart, but 
it doesn’t happen [with these teams].”

The time in between those monthly 
meetings is the meat in the sandwich. 
During this time, the team couples en-
gage in six activities called “endeav-
ors.” Some can be done individually, 
but most are done together by the cou-
ple.

The first is conjugal (couple) and 
family prayer, whereby the couple 
prays out loud together. Often, the cou-
ple prays for particular intentions and 
begins with a focusing prayer like the 
Magnificat.

 The second is a daily Scripture 
reading. The third is meditation time. 
The fourth is the monthly sit-down.

“The monthly sit-down is a couple 
talk time where we discuss joys and is-
sues in our marriage,” said Sally. “We 
begin it with prayer and end it with 
prayer.”

The sit-down is not necessarily a 
problem-solving session said Ed. It’s 
just sharing.

The fifth endeavor is the rule of life. 
“Each person chooses something 

they want to make their personal goal 
in life or something they want to work 
on,” said Sally. “It might be a virtue, or 
related to their health — whatever they 
decide.”

The final endeavor is that the couple 
makes a monthly retreat.

Ed might have been dutifully pres-
ent for that first meeting, but he soon 
became an enthusiastic participant.

“It was a way to pull us together 
once a month at least,” said Ed. “As it 
ends up, it’s more than that. It’s a very 
effective system to help you communi-
cate as a couple and with God.”

Team members become pillars of 
their parish. And they have stronger 
marriages.

“By loving God more, I have found 
more love in my marriage, and that’s 
the secret,” said Sally. “We became 
more loving.”

The Roeders, members of Annun-
ciation Parish in Frankfort, joined the 
teams in Turlock, California, after they 
got married in 1994. They moved to 
Frankfort in 2004.

If they could have a sit-down with 
any married couple in the archdiocese, 
this is what they’d say.

“Couples should join [Teams of Our 
Lady] because it will help them with 

their marriage,” said Moogie.  “It will 
help them individually to become clos-
er to Christ. It will help them in their 
prayer life.”

“Maybe [a person] already reads 
Scripture daily, and maybe they al-
ready meditate,” continued Moogie. 
“But they need support — they need to 
do it with their spouse. They might go 
to Mass on Sunday and might go to dai-
ly Mass. They might pray the rosary in 
the car. But I’ll bet they don’t sit down 
as a couple and pray every day. It’s re-
ally about growth in holiness with the 
support of others.”

Each team has a chaplain, and Fa-
ther Pat Sullivan is chaplain for three 
groups. Father Sullivan is pastor of 
Annunciation Parish in Frankfort, St. 
Columbkille in Blaine, and St. Monica- 
St. Elizabeth in Blue Rapids.

He’s totally sold on the program.
“I’ve been involved in a lot of min-

istries and ministerial situations, and 
in my opinion [Teams of Our Lady] 
has been personally rewarding for my-
self as a pastor and priest to be able to 
watch these couples grow in their mar-
riages,” said Father Sullivan. 

“[They] take their marriages seri-
ously and put God at the center, and 
realize it takes work,” he continued. 
“A married couples’ movement such 
as Teams of Our Lady can strengthen 
a marriage. For me, it’s been one of the 
most personally rewarding things to be 
involved in.”

Married? Get on the team!
“it was a way to 
pull us together 

once a month at least. 
as it ends up, it’s more 
than that. it’s a very 
effective system to help 
you communicate as a 
couple and with God.”

Ed Henry

“ For more information about teams of 
our lady, call ed and Sally henry at 
(785) 562-7410, or call Jim and moo-
gie roeder at (785) 292-4152, or go 
online to: www.teamsofourlady.org.
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Jamie Martin of olathe wades her way through the “pond splash” portion 
of the inaugural five-mile Muddy udder Pasture run. the event benefited 
Queen of the Holy rosary school and Church in wea.

archbishop Joseph F. 
naumann leads the 
students at immacula-
ta High school in Leav-
enworth in eucharistic 
adoration on nov. 5.

archbishop naumann 
offers the opening 
prayer at the wyan-
dotte County Mayor’s 
Prayer Breakfast on 
nov. 7 at the Jack rear-
don Center in kansas 
City, kansas.
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By Marc and Julie Anderson
Special to The Leaven

TOPEKA — As a child growing 
up in Topeka’s St. Joseph Par-
ish, Father Tim Haberkorn 
admits there was always a 

certain sense of mystery to the parish 
rectory. 

“You could only go as far as the inner 
door at the entrance,” he said. “It’s just 
the way things were.” 

It was only as a seminarian that Fa-
ther Haberkorn was finally granted ac-
cess to that mysterious inner sanctum. 
And that only because he stayed at the 
rectory during summers and school 
breaks, assisting at the parish. 

At the time, he was struck by the 
house’s beauty and charming features, 
particularly the wooden floors and 
staircases, the stained-glass windows 
and the fireplace mantels. Completed 
in 1933, the house is a replica of a Frank 
Lloyd Wright house.

Never did he dream while growing 
up that he would one day live in the 
house as pastor of the now-combined 
parish of Sacred Heart-St. Joseph Par-
ish, formed in 2006. 

Perhaps that’s one reason he enjoys 
giving tours of the house to anyone 
who asks for one. Yet, there are other 
reasons as well. One is simply that he 
enjoys showing off his collection of reli-
gious treasures.

While other boys were busy col-
lecting baseball cards, Haberkorn was 
collecting holy cards and religious fig-
urines. In fact, the very first thing in his 
collection was a little brown book about 
St. Anthony that he still has to this day. 
And that was just the beginning. 

Over the course of his life, Father 
Haberkorn has collected more than 250 
first-class relics of saints, acquired more 
than 50 statues of saints from around 
the world and gathered other souvenirs 
from pilgrimages to religious places 
such as the shrines of St. Thérèse in Li-
sieux, France; Our Lady of Montserrat 
in Spain; and St. Catherine of Bologna 
in Italy. 

Over the years, many archdiocesan 
priests have also left behind things that 
were eventually given to him, such as 
chalices, vestments, and prayer books.

Father Haberkorn’s collection has 

earned him quite a reputation. And 
he’s wound up giving tours to everyone 
from local parishioners to archbishops, 
visiting exchange students, and even 

bus tour groups from other dioceses.
“I even had one man visit from Ger-

many who videotaped the entire house,” 
said Father Haberkorn, adding that 

many people refer to the rectory as a 
religious museum. Nearly every inch of 
wall space is covered, and almost every 
shelf is filled, with various memorabilia.

This same penchant for collecting 
religious things meant to inspire and 
encourage his faith carried over in an-
other part of his life as well — that of 
celebrating the Christmas season. At 
the same time he was collecting holy 
cards, he also began his Christmas col-
lection. 

Starting with a Nativity set that he got 
as a child but “is definitely not a show-
piece,” he has collected Santa Claus 
figurines, Nativity sets and nutcrack-
ers among other items, many gained 
through his world travels, including his 
30 trips to Germany. 

Every November, the Christmas dec-
orations come out of storage over the 
course of at least a week, all in antici-
pation of one of his now-favorite holi-
day events — the parish’s holiday open 
house held at the rectory on a Sunday 
afternoon in December. 

This year’s open house is scheduled 
from 1 to 5 p.m. on Dec. 14, and Father 
Haberkorn said everyone is invited to 
see the house and enjoy a little food, 
drink and fellowship. Last year, approxi-
mately 300 people attended. Organizers 
had to run to the store at least once that 
day to get more food.

“Every year, it gets bigger and big-
ger,” said Father Haberkorn, adding 
that at this year’s open house a paint-
ing commissioned by the Topeka mayor 
will be on display. It features an image 
of St. Joseph Church that will be on the 
mayor’s Christmas card this year. 

This will also be the second year the 
rectory will have on display a Fontani-
ni Nativity set of more than 200 pieces 
given to the pastor. 

“It fills one entire room,” he said of 
the set, which has been enhanced by 
other pieces provided by parishioners.

The open house, said Father Haber-
korn, is something he started when he 
became pastor eight years ago. That 
mystery of the house filled the back of 
his mind for years. 

“I felt like I wanted to change that,” 
said Father Haberkorn. “I wanted the 
people to know that this is their house 
— their church.” 

topeka rectory continues tradition of holiday open house

LeAveN PHOTO By MArC ANDerSON

 Father tim Haberkorn stands ready to greet all comers in the main hallway of the rectory at sacred 
Heart-st. Joseph Parish in topeka, where he will hold his annual open house Dec. 14. although the 
rectory will be decked out for the season in his personal collection of Christmas memorabilia, he  
has an extensive relic collection as well.

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Per-
haps this Christmas you’re 
going to give your kids that 
smartphone or other elec-

tronic device they’ve been bugging you 
about for months.

Are you going to regret it later?
Unwittingly, parents are putting their 

children in all kinds of danger — moral 
and otherwise — through digital devic-
es. That’s because too often these devic-
es become portals to pornography.

“It’s a massive problem,” said Sam 
Meier, consultant for the archdioce-
san My House Initiative. “The statistic 
that hits home for me is a study that 
indicates over a third of children have 
viewed pornography before they were 
10 years old.”

“There’s also a survey on the Cove-
nant Eyes website that indicates that 12- 
to 17-year-old kids are the highest users 
of Internet pornography,” he continued. 
“This is concerning because of the ex-

plicit nature of Internet pornography. 
It’s violent and degrading to women.”

There was a time when people had to 
go out of their way to access pornogra-
phy. Not any more. 

“Now our kids and grandchildren 
have to go out of their way to avoid por-
nography when they’re online, because 
it’s everywhere,” said Meier. “The adult 
entertainment industry is very sophis-
ticated with marketing and pulling kids 

into their explicit material, whether 
kids are looking for it or not.”

Don’t think it can’t happen in your 
household, said Meier. It’s quite possi-
ble porn has already at least made an 
introduction, if not a beachhead. 

“There was a young child from 
one of our parishes who was not only 
teaching other kids how to access por-
nography on an iPad, this little 8-year-
old boy was also teaching other kids 
how to erase the Internet history,” said 
Meier. “A third-grader!”

In response to this increasingly 
dangerous digital environment for 
children, the archdiocesan My House 
Initiative teamed up with the archdioc-
esan marriage and family life office to 
present a daylong training, “Defending 
Families in a Digital World,” held Nov. 
14 at Savior Pastoral Center in Kansas 
City, Kansas. Additional support was 
provided by Savior Pastoral Center and 
the archdiocesan Digital Media Center.

About 100 persons attended the 
event at Savior, and even more viewed 
it via 60 different live streams.

“We brought in six of the top Catho-
lic speakers on pornography and Inter-
net safety,” said Meier.

But people who couldn’t attend the 
training can still access some of the 
tools and all of the presentations given 
at the training.

One resource given out was the 
“Unfiltered” DVD and Internet safe-
ty booklet for parents. The set costs 
only $2 each when purchased in bulk, 
and Meier urges parishes and schools 
to consider distributing them to par-
ents.

The speakers’ presentations can be 
accessed two ways. One is by going 
online to the archdiocesan Digital Me-
dial Center and viewing them for $2 
each. The second option is to purchase 
a DVD of all the talks. This is still in 
production and will be available in a 
month. 

For all the Covenant Eyes materi-
als and the speakers DVD, or for more 
information, contact Meier by calling 
(913) 647-0378, or by sending an email 
to: smeier@archkck.org.

how to protect your children in the digital age
our kids and 
grandchildren 

have to go out of their 
way to avoid pornography 
when they’re online, 
because it’s everywhere.”

Sam Meier, consultant for the 
archdiocesan My House Initiative

“
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By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Have 
you ever been to the Great 
Desert of Wyandotte County? 

It’s not hard to find. 
The desert is located mostly east of 

College Parkway and the Turner Diago-
nal, east of South 59th Street, and north 
of 47th Street.

By now you might be puzzled. True, 
this area has no burning and shifting 
sand dunes or alkali flats, but it is a des-
ert of sorts.

This is a food desert, according to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. (For 
more detailed information, including  
maps, go to the website at: www.ers.usda.
gov and click on “Food Security in the 
U.S.” link.)

A food desert is an area without ready 
access to fresh, healthy and affordable 
food. Although you won’t go hungry in 
this desert, you might eat your way to a 
heart attack or diabetes.

“Fifty-five percent of all Wyandotte 
County restaurants are fast food estab-
lishments versus 27 percent nationally,” 
said Kim Brabits, vice president of pro-
gram operations at Catholic Charities of 
Northeast Kansas. “Access to fresh and 
available produce is limited in Wyan-
dotte County, which makes it an urban 
food desert.”

Recently, Catholic Charities teamed 
up with the Harvesters Community Food 
Network to improve the desert.

On Nov. 15, the two organizations op-

erated a mobile food pantry between 
1 and 3 p.m. at the Kansas City Kansas 
Community College Technical Educa-
tion Center, located at 65th and State Ave.

From a single tractor-trailer, Catho-
lic Charities volunteers gave out 22,000 
pounds of food — 18 pallets — to 2,349 
individuals. Almost half the people 
served were children.

“There was enough asparagus to feed 
a small village,” said Dustin Hardison, di-
rector of family stabilization at Catholic 
Charities.

Catholic Charities knows how to run a 
pantry — mobile or otherwise.

“We’ve got nine food pantries we op-
erate in the 21 counties of the archdio-
cese, and we’ve got two mobile resource 

buses,” said Hardison. “We give out a lot 
of food.”

Additionally, Catholic Charities oper-
ates a smaller mobile pantry during sum-
mer months at the food pantry, located at 
333 Poplar in Olathe.

The larger mobile pantries operate for 
only a few hours in temporary locations. 
They offer bulk, perishable items that 
have to be distributed quickly. By con-
trast, established pantries offer mostly 
nonperishables.

Earlier mobile pantry distributions 
had been done by another organization, 
but it was unable to continue the effort.

“Harvesters called us and said they 
had a mobile site but they needed to 
move,” said Brabits. “They asked us to 

sponsor a mobile site for them. They’re 
great partners. They helped us quite a 
bit with our new distribution center. So 
when they asked us for help, we were 
happy to oblige.”

Catholic Charities has committed to 
doing two more mobile pantry efforts 
with Harvesters at the KCKCC Technical 
Education Center on Dec. 13 and 20.

“After that, we’ll give Harvesters time 
to regroup and decide what they want to 
do with that mobile pantry,” said Brabits.

Volunteers are needed to make the 
mobile pantries work, so Brabits and 
Hardison invite interested persons to call 
Michelle Carlstedt, volunteer coordina-
tor, at (913) 433-2100.

help in the desert; mobile pantry brings welcome food
You Can HeLP!

catholic charities food pantries 
can’t operate without your help. call 
(913) 443-2100 to find the nearest 
pantry. Here’s what they need:

Top Ten Most Wanted Food Items
1. canned meat, fish and soups
2. canned ready-to-eat meals (low 
salt; low fat)
3. canned vegetables and tomato 
products (low salt)
4. Peanut butter (plastic container)
5. cereal (nonsweetened)
6. canned fruit (low sugar)
7. dry beans (any type)
8. enriched rice or pasta
9. Whole wheat pasta
10. Shelf-stable milk

Catholic Charities teamed up with the Harvesters Community Food network to give out 22,000 
pounds of food on nov. 15. they will be doing it again on Dec. 13 and 20.

How Generous wiLL You 
Be to HiM —wHo Gave 
everYtHinG For You?

register by noon dec. 15 and attend 
to be eligible to win a gift card.

Register at Kckvocations.com today.

Quo Vadis 
Retreat 
dec. 19, evening to
dec. 21, morning
For single men 18-35
• Learn how to be a  
 “man of discernment, 
 Prayer & Sacrifice”
• Personal time with  
 archbishop naumann
•  Pro-Life Mass and 
 procession
• Adoration & lunch with 
 the Sister Servants of 
 mary
• Time with seminarians

anniversarY PoLiCY
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before 
the desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of Catholic parishes 
in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, or 
for those who have resided in the archdiocese 
for a significant period of time. 
include the following information:
• The couple’s names
• their parish
• the date they were married
• church and city where they were married
• what they are doing to celebrate
• date of the celebration
• names of children (if desired)
• number of grandchildren and great-grand-
children; 
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniversa-
ries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.com. 
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Marilyn “Jeannie” (Kramer) and Lar-
ry  Pollard, 
m e m b e r s 
of St. Jo-
seph Parish, 
nortonville, 
celebrated 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
with their 

children at the archdiocesan golden wed-
ding anniversary mass in June. the couple 
was married on nov. 26, 1964, at Sacred 
heart church, atchison. their children 
and their spouses are: Jeannine Pollard, 
Kansas city, Kansas; Jeannette and Pat-
rick Kingman, nortonville; Julie and tony 
trower, valley Falls; elizabeth Joe and Gary 
curtis, arrington; and Jesse and becky Pol-
lard, Tonganoxie. They also have 12 grand-
children and five great-grandchildren.

KanSaS cItY, Kan. — many men 
and women religious have served as 
teachers and coaches, shaping young 
lives. Some have cared for the sick and 
dying.

and many times, they earned only 
small stipends for just the very basics.

as a result, like many laypeople, 
men and women religious often face 
some difficult circumstances when 
it comes to the costs of life in retire-
ment.

this annual collection will take 
place dec. 6-7 at parishes in the arch-
diocese to help ease some of the 
burden for religious orders, including 
some within the region.

the archdiocese of Kansas city 
in Kansas contributed $89,993.26 in 
2013 to the annual collection for the 
retirement Fund for religious.

the national religious retirement 
office in Washington coordinates the 
collection, which benefits more than 
35,000 senior Sisters, brothers and 
priests in religious orders. catholic 
bishops in the United States started 
the fund in 1988 to help offset a lack 
of funding for their care in retirement.

nationally, the appeal in 2013 
raised more than $28 million, and the 
national office distributed $23 million 
among 424 religious communities to 
provide financial assistance.

more than 93 cents of every dollar 
donated directly supports senior reli-
gious and their communities.

a combined total of $192,995.78 in 
financial support was made possible 
through the fund in 2014 for the bene-
dictine Sisters in atchison; the Sisters, 
Servants of mary in Kansas city, Kan-
sas; and St. benedict’s abbey in atchi-
son.

additionally, men and women reli-
gious who have served or are serving 
in the archdiocese — but whose com-
munities have their roots in other lo-
cations — also may benefit from the 
collection.

although catholics respond with 
overwhelming generosity to the fund, 
the religious retirement office reports 
that, of 590 communities, not even 
eight percent had full funding for re-
tirement.

 In addition, elderly religious today 
tend to live longer, and many commu-
nities have older populations that sig-
nificantly outnumber younger genera-
tions that are currently earning wages.

among the communities that share 
data with the national office, 68 per-
cent of religious are older than 70, 
and the wages earned by those being 
compensated for their ministry are 
not able to keep up with rising costs of 
caring for the elderly.

the cost of caring for senior reli-
gious just in 2013 topped $1.2 billion.

So, proceeds from the fund help el-
igible religious communities with their 
day-to-day necessities, such as pre-
scription medications and nursing care.

collection taken up on Dec. 6-7 
will benefit retired religious

area high schools to hold 
annual Christmas concert 
leavenWorth — the annual commu-

nity christmas concert will be held at 2 
p.m. on dec. 14 at Immaculate conception 
church here, located at 711 n. 5th St. 

there is no admission charge, but 
those attending are asked to bring a non-
perishable food item. the food will be giv-
en to the leavenworth assistance center 
for distribution to the needy. 

For the past 19 years, area high school 
choirs have come together to entertain 
the community. this includes the leaven-
worth high School choir, directed by con-
nie Baxter; Lansing’s concert choir, direct-
ed by Jonnie brice; and Immaculata high 
School’s Imac Singers, directed by Jessica 
Stroub.

usM debuts new program
leavenWorth — the University of 

Saint mary here is debuting a new schol-
ars program for promising students inter-
ested in careers in the science, technolo-
gy, engineering and mathematics fields.

as part of the aspire to Succeed pro-
gram, qualified students interested in 
majoring in biology, chemistry, or math-
ematics can earn a scholarship of up to 
$10,000 a year to further their studies as 
well as participate in multiple learning en-
richment activities.

Funding for the program and its related 
scholarships comes from a $600,000 na-
tional Science Foundation grant. at USm, 
the grant-funded project will be overseen 
by caroline mackintosh, chair of the uni-
versity’s department of natural sciences 
and mathematics.
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S
HAWNEE — 
If you walk 
into the Go 
Big Skill Toy 
Store here on 
a Saturday 
afternoon, be 
prepared to 
duck. 

At any mo-
ment, a yo-
yo may fly in 
your direc-

tion.
Also be prepared to get caught up in 

the fun as kids of all ages participate in 
one of several skill-toy workshops the 
store sponsors each week.

Owner Cesar Conde, a 
parishioner of Holy Trinity, 
Lenexa, came up with the 
workshop idea as a way to 
get kids active and interact-
ing.

His inspiration stems 
from his store’s motto: “Dis-
cover your talents.”

If the number of attend-
ees is any indication, his 
idea is a success.

“I really enjoy the impact on the com-
munity,” he said, “especially the chil-
dren. My main motivation is to see them 
succeed.”

At an age when most people retire to 
a life of leisure, Conde has poured his re-
tirement time and savings into his dream 
of owning a toy store. 

But don’t presume he’s going through 
a second childhood. That’s not possible.

Because he never had a first.
Growing up poor in the Philippines, 

he admits, “I never even had a toy.”

A determined spirit
Coming from a large Catholic family, 

Conde’s life was meager but secure until 
his father died at an early age, leaving be-
hind eight children. 

His mother, who had no education, 
couldn’t even provide shelter. 

“From place to place we went,” he re-
called. “We were thrown out from houses 
because we could not pay our rent.”

Conde’s older brother deserted the fam-
ily and so, as second oldest, he took on the 
responsibility of supporting and raising his 
six younger siblings.

He was still in high school at the time.
“I learned at an early age to work any 

odd job,” he said. “I would 
sell newspapers, work as a 
gasoline boy, wash cars — 
just to make money.”

Conde knew education 
was his only ticket out of 
poverty. But his mother dis-
couraged him from pursuing 
anything beyond high school.

“My mother did not want 
me to go to school,” he said. 
“She wanted me just to work, 

to get money. 
“But I had a dream, an ambition to go to 

college, whatever it takes.”
Fortunately, a math teacher recognized 

that Conde was as smart as he was re-
sponsible and encouraged him to try for a 
scholarship to a local university.

Conde entered the university as a full 
scholar. But the scholarship only covered 
books and tuition; he still had to support 
himself and his siblings.

So he worked odd jobs at night, fin-
ishing up by washing taxicabs when they 

completed their runs at 3 a.m. 
He lived with his siblings in what he 

called a “box house” beside the railways.
“We converted the small house into our 

kitchen by day,” he said. “Then at night-
time, that was our bed. 

“So, kind of like sardines, we slept to-
gether.”

“They had a tough life,” said his wife 
Luz who also grew up in the Philippines. “I 
don’t know how they survived.”

Not only did Conde survive, but he fin-
ished college with two degrees — in com-
merce and engineering.

Faith and love
Cesar and Luz Conde met at the univer-

sity where she was a fellow scholar. Luz 
eventually became a nurse and was re-
cruited by a hospital in Kansas City. 

Though she had to leave Cesar behind 

in the Philippines, she left him with the 
greatest gift she could give — a strength-
ened faith.

 “I was raised Catholic,” said Cesar, “but 
actually I learned my faith when I met my 
Luz.”

Raised in a devout Catholic home, Luz 
has memories of her father helping build 
their church.

“When I was a child,” she said, “we 
always had a table full of saints, and my 
mother was always praying the rosary.”

As Cesar fell in love with Luz, he also 
fell in love with his faith and developed a 
devotion to the saints.

His particular favorite became St. Jude 
Thaddeus — patron of hopeless causes.

“When Luz left ahead of me,” he said, “I 
thought we’re not going to meet again.”

He began attending a weekly novena at 
the National Shrine of St. Jude in Manila. 

 “Every Thursday,” he said, “I would go 
there and pray to St. Jude that someday I 

can get out of the Philippines and land any 
job that will pay me really good. 

“I kept on praying every Thursday for 
almost a year.”  

St. Jude came through for Cesar. He was 
recruited as an engineer for Saudi Electric 
Company.

He moved to Saudi Arabia and, though 
it was difficult, he continued to pray.

“It was a Muslim country,” he said. 
“During the ’80s, it was very strict there; we 
had to hide ourselves to practice our faith.

“If somebody found out, we would be 
put in jail.”

Along with fellow Christians, Cesar 
developed a system for praying and Bible 
study in the midst of the strict Muslim cul-
ture.

“Downstairs in the building, one of us 
would watch,” he recalled. “If they saw an 
inspector coming, they would ring a bell.

“That meant you put away all your stuff 
— hide your Bible.”

   

American dream
Again, St. Jude came through for Cesar. 
In 1982, he and Luz were married in the 

Philippines in a wedding planned through 
long-distance calls and cassette tapes 
mailed back and forth.

After the wedding, Cesar returned to 
Saudi Arabia and Luz to the United States. 

It would be three more years before the 
couple could negotiate immigration visas 
and settle together in Kansas.

They made their home in Holy Trinity 
Parish and were blessed with five children 
— two boys and a girl of their own, and 
two girls adopted from the Philippines.

Luz continued to practice nursing at KU 
Medical Center while Cesar embarked on 
a career with Lab One/Quest Diagnostics. 

They managed their large family by 
sharing responsibilities. 

For 24 years, Cesar worked nights and 
Luz worked days so the children would 
never be without a parent.

Cesar experienced the greatest joy of his 

life watching his children grow up without 
the hardships he’d experienced

Most of all, he loved to watch them play.
“That’s something that I never experi-

enced growing up,” he said. “Just by look-
ing at their faces and they’re so happy.

“That made me happy, too.”
The idea of owning a toy store was born 

of that joy, and its main inspiration, oddly 
enough, was a toy that originally came to 
America from the Philippines – the yo-yo.

In the early ’90s, when transaxle yo-yos 
were introduced, Cesar’s sons seemed to 
have a natural knack for mastering the skill 
toy.

By the time they reached high school, 
both were competing and performing on 
an international level.

“It gave them lots of confidence,” said 
Luz. “And everybody was always admir-
ing the talent and looking forward to them 
performing.”

 Cesar saw how mastering that single 
skill toy helped his children. He began to 
formulate a plan of someday providing 
that experience to other children.

“I always wanted my own business,” he 
said. “When the kids started yo-yoing, I 
knew what it would be.

“I said, ‘Someday.’”

Go big
“Someday” came in October 2013 when 

Go Big Skill Toy Store opened and intro-
duced its first workshop.

Opening the only skill-toy store in the 
area was hard work and a big risk. But Ce-
sar did it on good advice.

“I just told him you have to try it,” said 
Luz. “You’ve always wanted it. And you’re 
just going to have to believe it will work 
out.

“You have to have faith.”
Once again, faith has paid off for Cesar. 

The workshops are a success.
Though the store carries a wide variety 

of skill toys, yo-yos seem to be a favorite 
choice.

And workshop participants have 
worked so hard to improve their skills, the 
store now sponsors a team of kids who 
compete and perform yo-yo throughout 
the area.

Sarah Hirsch heard about the Go Big 
workshops and came from across the state 
line with her kids to check it out.

They’ve been coming back every week 
since.

“I think Go Big Skill Toys is a great place 
to hang out on a Saturday afternoon,” said 
Hirsch, a member of St. James Parish in 
Kansas City, Missouri. 

“It’s a kid-friendly and wholesome ac-
tivity, and Cesar really takes that to heart,” 
she said.

Instructors are paid yo-yo champions, 
but the workshops are free. 

And you can usually find Cesar in the 
middle of them, shouting encouragement 
and reminding participants of the Go Big 
philosophy:

“You didn’t learn that by yourself,” he 
tells them. “So don’t keep it to yourself — 
share!”

And they do share.
“If I know a trick and you want to learn 

it,” said Jacob Cissell, a parishioner of Sa-
cred Heart in Shawnee, “I can show you. 
We all just share around.”

“It’s not about competing” said Jacob’s 
father John Cissell. “It’s not about beating 
the next guy. It’s about helping him.”

 “We’ve seen Jacob’s self-confidence im-
prove,” said his mom, Amy Cissell. “Cesar 
is such a great influence; we just love him 
to death.”

She’s not alone.
 “I’m getting a lot of emails from par-

ents,” said Cesar. “The impact of the work-
shop is great for them.”

“A lot of parents have come up to us,” 
added Luz. “They say their kids aren’t 
stuck on the TV or video games; they’re 
constantly yo-yoing.”

After being open a year, the skill-toy 
store isn’t showing a monetary profit.

But it is a success, to Cesar’s way of 
thinking.

“With all the hardship I encountered in 
my childhood,” he said, “I want to do this 
for the kids.

 “They’re welcome to come here where 
they can develop their talents through our 
workshop — not only for fun, but to help 
them become better people.

“If I do that, I know the profit will come 
someday.” 

Toy Story

Cesar Conde realized his dream of owning a toy store. now he’s reaching out to his community by offering free skill-toy workshops and encouraging partic-
ipants to display their new talents and earn prizes by signing up for in-store contests.

Story and photos by 

JiLL RAGAR EsfELd

Luz Conde, like her husband, loves to introduce young people to products that are as fun as they are 
educational.

kate nash came to a Go Big workshop to find an 
activity she could do indoors. she became so 
proficient at yo-yoing that she now competes 
and performs with the Go Big Yo-Yo team.

the hula hoop is a favorite choice of sophia Compton when Go Big skill toy store encourages kids to “discover your talents.”

Go BiG skiLL 
toY store
To learn more about Go 
Big Skill Toy Store or to 
see an online schedule 
of its game nights and 
skill-toy workshops, visit: 
www.gobigskilltoys.com.

Cesar Conde tapped his retirement 
savings in order to give kids the 

childhood he never had
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Mass marked by painful 
reunion through the fence

SUnland ParK, n.m. (cnS) — the 
18-car Union Pacific train blew its horn 
about 50 feet from the U.S.-Mexico di-
vide. there, in a dusty one-acre lot, an 
american road ends — literally. and it 
was where 12-year-old Yoryet lara hoped 
to get a glimpse of her mother. “It’s been 
so long, I need to see her,” Yoryet said. 
“other children get to see their moms 
on special occasions like mother’s day. I 
don’t. It’s not fair,” she said as she wiped 
away tears. Yoryet’s mother, trinidad 
acahua, once lived in the U.S. illegally, 
in El Paso, Texas. She had a job, paid her 
rent, stayed out of trouble. She had two 
children here, making them both U.S. 
citizens. but one day she ran a stop sign 
on her way to work and was pulled over. 
When she couldn’t produce paperwork 
for insurance or proof of car ownership, 
she was taken into custody and eventu-
ally deported. that was seven years ago. 
Just as the 16th annual border mass, 
hosted by the area’s three dioceses was 
set to begin, the girls rushed the interna-
tional fence, calling out for their mother, 
who was joining them at the mass from 
the Mexican side of the fence. The fami-
ly’s lone embrace was an interlocking of 
fingers in the chain link fence that divid-
ed them. that was the backdrop for the 
annual border mass celebrated by bish-
ops of the dioceses of El Paso, Texas, Las 
Cruces, New Mexico, and Juarez, Mexico.

Campaign underway for 
Couple to Couple book

cIncInnatI (cnS) — the couple to 
couple league, a national natural family 
planning education organization based 
in cincinnati, launched a crowdfunding 
campaign to raise money to publish and 
market a marriage formation resource 
book. the online fundraiser, which ends 
dec. 1, had collected $8,925 in pledges 
at http://flowerfund.com/yourlovestory 
as of midday nov. 20. the amount is 22 
percent of the campaign’s $40,000 goal. 
the book, called “Your love Story” pres-
ents a short, clear, compelling case for 
the catholic church’s teaching on mar-
riage, according to the author, deacon 
bill turrentine. deacon turrentine, who 
is in ministry at St. Sebastian church in 
Greenbrae, california, is chairman of the 
board of the couple to couple league, 
which aims to promote stronger mar-
riages, especially among millennials. a 
news release on the funding campaign 
cites Pew studies that show only 26 per-
cent of young people ages 18 to 33 are 
married and in this group, 47 percent of 
births are nonmarital. the median age of 
marriage is the highest in history at 29.
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By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service

HYATTSVILLE, Md. (CNS) 
— The meeting room in the 
middle of Maryland’s most 
immigrant-dense ZIP code 

Nov. 20 was full of people who epit-
omize the problems President Barack 
Obama is trying to address with exec-
utive action.

Families with roots in Mexico, El 
Salvador and Guatemala — some with 
U.S. citizen children, some with one 
adult child who has legal permanent 
residency (a green card), and other 
adults who are in the country illegally 
— all watched the big screen as Obama 
announced his plans for allowing per-
haps 40 percent of the 11 million peo-
ple without legal immigration status to 
be temporarily protected from depor-
tation.

The package of administrative ac-
tions — explained in more detail start-
ing with an Obama appearance Nov. 21 
in Nevada — includes reprioritizing 
who the government will target for de-
portation, cracking down primarily on 
dangerous criminals and new arrivals 
at the border.

“We’re going to keep focusing en-
forcement resources on actual threats 
to our security,” Obama said in his tele-
vised address from the White House. 
“Felons, not families. Criminals, not 
children. Gang members, not a mom 
who’s working hard to provide for her 
kids. We’ll prioritize, just like law en-
forcement does every day.”

Another component will change the 
approach in granting visas to foreign 
students in science and technology 
who want to remain in the U.S. after 
graduation, according to the White 
House.

The Justice Department also will 
change the Secure Communities 
program, under which local law en-
forcement agencies did immigration 
screening on behalf of Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, leading 
to circumstances like what a senior 
administration official described as a 
“broken taillight arrest.”

In a background telephone briefing 
before the president’s announcement, 
the official said, “An arrest for a broken 
taillight alone is not going to trigger 
ICE pickup.”

That’s the sort of thing that Carlos 
Velasquez said is so helpful about the 
president’s actions.

Velasquez, attending the Hyattsville 
viewing party with other members of 
St. Camillus Church in nearby Silver 
Spring, where he is active in a vari-
ety of ministries, said he knows many, 
many families who will potentially 
benefit from the extension of deferred 
action to new segments of the popu-
lation.

So happy the words tumbled out in 
a giddy mixture of English and Span-
ish, he said, “They’re going to be safe! 
Some people get to be no longer afraid 
they will be arrested and deported for 
just walking down the street or driving 
or going to work.”

The simple step of having a Social 
Security number will make it possible 
for some of his friends to finally buy 
homes, Velasquez said. They have the 
financial resources and pay taxes using 
an identification number from the In-
ternal Revenue Service, he explained, 
but lacking a Social Security number 
is an obstacle to obtaining a mortgage.

Obama’s orders basically would 
expand upon the 2-year-old program 
known as Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals, or DACA. Through it, 
more than half a million young adults 
and teens who came to the U.S. as          

minors have been promised they won’t 
be deported if they stay out of trouble.

In exchange for registering with 
the government, going through back-
ground checks and other requirements 
and paying fees, they received work 
permits and Social Security num-
bers. More than 600,000 people have 
applied for the program launched in 
summer 2012. Of that, 27,000 applica-
tions were rejected (and could per-
haps be resubmitted) and about 16,000 
have been denied. Others are in vari-
ous stages of the approval process.

The new program would offer the 
same deal to parents of U.S. citizens 
or green card holders who have lived 
here for at least five years, a poten-
tial pool of more than 4 million peo-
ple, according to the White House. 
Both the parents-of-citizens program 
and DACA will now be good for three 
years, and renewable.

The program is expected to be up 
and running in the spring.

The administration officials said 
they estimate about 270,000 additional 
people will be eligible for DACA un-
der new rules that drop the previous 
age limit of under-30 and roll forward 
the date by which applicants need to 
have arrived in the U.S. to 2010 from 
the original date of 2007.

Millions could benefit from 
Obama’s new immigration policies

CNS PHOTO/TyLer OrSBurN

a woman at Casa de Maryland’s Multicultural Center in Hyattsville, Md., applauds nov. 20 after 
hearing President Barack obama’s national address on immigration. the president extended de-
ferral of deportations to parents of millions of u.s. citizens and legal residents.
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Pope Francis addresses the european Parliament in strasbourg, France, nov. 25. 

Moderate Muslims urged to 
challenge extremist acts
vIenna (cnS) — chaldean catho-

lic Patriarch louis Sako of baghdad im-
plored moderate muslims to reject “ter-
rorism in the name of religion” and step 
up to challenge the actions of Islamic 
State militants against minority com-
munities in Iraq. during an international 
conference of muslim and christian lead-
ers, Patriarch Sako called the situation in 
Iraq an “unprecedented historic crisis” 
and called on muslims in attendance to 
exercise their responsibility to protect 
christian, Yezidi and other minority com-
munities. aid to the church in need dis-
tributed the letter Patriarch Sako read to 
the conference. “With this letter,” the pa-
triarch told participants nov. 18, “I would 
like to express my pain and the pain of 
your christian brothers and sisters in the 
face of our calamity, appealing to your 
conscience and goodwill to do something 
for the liberation of their towns, recovery 
of their property and restitution of their 
rights. accordingly, I request a drastic 
change, because it is your responsibili-
ty to find an answer, which has to come 
from you and not from an outside force,” 
he said during a two-day conference or-
ganized by the KaIcIId dialogue center, 
also known as the King abdullah bin ab-
dulaziz International center for Interreli-
gious and Intercultural dialogue.

Pope names new head 
of worship office

vatIcan cItY (cnS) — the same day 
he spent three hours meeting the heads 
of vatican offices to discuss the reform 
of the roman curia, Pope Francis named 
69-year-old Guinean cardinal robert Sar-
ah to be the new prefect of the congre-
gation for divine Worship and the Sac-
raments. cardinal Sarah, who had been 
president of the Pontifical council cor 
Unum, the vatican’s charitable distribu-
tion and promotion office, since 2010, 
succeeds cardinal antonio canizares ll-
overa, who was named archbishop of va-
lencia, Spain, in august. the vatican an-
nounced cardinal Sarah’s appointment 
nov. 24 as the pope was meeting him 
and the other presidents of pontifical 
councils and prefects of vatican congre-
gations. Jesuit Father Federico lombardi, 
vatican spokesman, said the meeting 
was one of the gatherings Pope Francis 
holds with the heads of vatican offices 
every six months. However, in view of 
the planned reorganization of the roman 
curia, the meeting also was an opportu-
nity to explain the ideas developed so far 
by Pope Francis’ nine-member council of 
cardinals.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

STRASBOURG, France (CNS) 
— The 77-year-old grandson 
of European immigrants to Ar-
gentina, Pope Francis urged the 

European Parliament to value the con-
tinent’s faiths and recuperate a sense of 
responsibility for the common good to 
rejuvenate Europe’s social, political and 
economic life.

“In many quarters we encounter a 
general impression of weariness and ag-
ing, of a Europe which is now a ‘grand-
mother,’ no longer fertile and vibrant,” 
he said Nov. 25. In too many cases, he 
said, the Judeo-Christian values and the 
humanist ideals that inspired the conti-
nental drive toward unity seem to have 
been replaced by “the bureaucratic tech-
nicalities of its institutions.”

Instead of making a pastoral visit, 
Pope Francis went to the heart of Euro-
pean unity and bureaucracy: the Euro-
pean Parliament, the legislative arm of 
the 28-member European Union; and 
the Council of Europe, an organization 
of 47 countries formed to promote de-
mocracy, human rights and the rule of 
law on the continent.

Despite the expansion of democracy 
and the incorporation of more countries 
into the European Union, Pope Francis 
told the parliament, “Europe seems to 
give the impression of being somewhat 
elderly and haggard, feeling less and less 
a protagonist in a world which frequent-
ly regards it with aloofness, mistrust and 
even, at times, suspicion.”

But strength is needed, he said, to 
defend the democracy dreamt of for 
so long. The continent’s democracies, 
the pope said, “must not be allowed to 
collapse under the pressure of multina-
tional interests which are not universal, 
which weaken them and turn them into 
uniform systems of economic power at 
the service of unseen empires.”

Giving new life to the European proj-
ect, he said, “depends on the recovery of 
the vital connection” between transcen-
dent values and attention to the talents 
of Europe’s peoples and their concrete 
needs. “A Europe that is no longer open 
to the transcendent dimension of life is 
a Europe which risks slowly losing its 
own soul and that ‘humanistic spirit’ 
which it still loves and defends.”

European Union discussions are 
filled with references to human rights, 
but, the pope said, the idea of duties that 

go along with rights seem to be largely 
absent. “As a result, the rights of the in-
dividual are upheld, without regard for 
the fact that each human being is part of 
a social context wherein his or her rights 
and duties are bound up with those of 
others and with the common good of so-
ciety itself.”

The selfish live with “an opulence” 
that is not sustainable and is indiffer-
ent to others, particularly the poor, he 
said. Economic, trade and employment 
policies seem dictated by technical and 
financial considerations to such an ex-
tent that “men and women risk being 
reduced to mere cogs in a machine.”

In addition, he said, too many of Eu-
rope’s citizens face active discourage-
ment from expressing their religious 
convictions, too many of them go hun-
gry and even more “lack the work which 
confers dignity.”

The original inspiration for Europe-
an unity was the “transcendent digni-
ty” of the human person, a dignity that 
endowed each person with inalienable 
rights, which could be respected most 
fully in a democracy, in peace and with 
special concern to help the weakest 
members of the community and the 
world, the pope said.

Pope calls on parliament to rejuvenate Europe
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December
on the 155th anniversary of 
Abraham Lincoln’s 1859 cam-
paign stop in Atchison, dr. 
Kimberly Shankman, dean of 

benedictine college and a noted lincoln 
scholar, will talk about that historic visit, 
the emancipation Proclamation, and oth-
er documents relating to the abolition of 
slavery. attendees will see a first edition 
of harriet beecher Stowe’s “Uncle tom’s 
cabin” from 1852; a first printing of lin-
coln’s emancipation Proclamation from 
the 1862 new York times; a journal of the 
Supreme court’s decision on dred Scott; 
and more. the event will take place on 
dec. 3 at 7 p.m. in the Ferrell Academic 
Center on the campus of benedictine col-
lege, 1020 n. Second St., atchison. there 
is no cost to attend.

a special advent retreat, entitled “Dar-
ing to Come into God’s Presence,” will 
be presented on Dec. 3 from 6:30 - 9 p.m. 
at Keeler Women’s Center, 2220 central 
ave., Kansas city, Kansas. a light supper 
will be served from 5:45 - 6:30 p.m. The 
retreat will be directed by Sister con-
stance Krstolic, oSb. there will be time 
for input, sharing, reflection, and prayer. 
reservations are required by calling (913) 
906-8990.

the Women of St. Ignatius Com-
munity of Fort Leavenworth will 
host its annual advent retreat, 
entitled “Christ the Word Made 

Flesh,” on dec. 4. the event includes key-
note speaker dr. mark Zia, eucharistic ad-
oration, confession, mass, a rosary, break-
fast, lunch, and on-site child care. the 
suggested donation to attend is $25. For 
more information or to register, contact 
nikki Wallace at (254) 833-3229 or send 
an email to: nikki_wallace@yahoo.com.

a Taize prayer will be held dec. 4 at 7 
p.m. in Annunciation Chapel on the cam-

pus of the motherhouse of the Sisters of 
charity of leavenworth, 4200 S. 4th St., 
leavenworth. For more information, visit 
the website at: www.marillaccenter.org or 
call (913) 680-2342.

the St. James Academy moms’ club will 
host a Christmas boutique with local ar-
tisans for “one-stop shopping for your en-
tire christmas list” on dec. 4 from 5 - 6 
p.m. at the school, located at 24505 Prai-
rie Star Pkwy., Lenexa. Ladies Night Out 
for women over the age of 21 will be held 
from 6 - 8:30 p.m. 

Sacred heart church, Shawnee, 
will host its Knights of columbus 
Texas Hold ’em poker tourna-
ment on dec. 5. check-in begins 

at 6:30 p.m. and the event will start at 7 
p.m. at the parish center, 21801 Johnson 
dr., Shawnee. register by visiting the web-
site at: https://shoj.wufoo.com/forms/
hold-em. dinner and drinks will be provid-
ed. For more information, send an email 
to Robert Borgmeyer at: r_borgmeyer@
yahoo.com, or call (913) 314-6027.

the St. Joseph Medical Center, 
1000 carondelet dr., Kansas city, 
missouri, will host its masquer-
ade jewelry sale dec. 4 - 5 from 

7 a.m. - 5 p.m. in the lower level atrium 
of the hospital. all items on sale are $5. 
other items for sale include personal pro-
tection products, a bake sale, and watch 
battery replacement. Auxiliary proceeds 
help support SJmc projects.

the Cathedral of St. Peter, 409 
n. 15th St., Kansas city, Kansas, 
is sponsoring its fourth annu-
al Nativity display dec. 6 from 

4 p.m. - 6 p.m. and dec. 7 from 10 a.m. 
- 3 p.m.  over 100 unique nativities will 
be on display. come and enjoy a magical 
experience that reflects the true meaning 
of christmas.  there is no cost to attend. 
There will also be a bake sale, raffle, and 
refreshments. For more information, call 

terri Schneweis at (913) 558-8285.

Singles of nativity will host its annual 
Christmas dance on dec. 6 from 7 - 11 
p.m. at the Church of the Nativity, 119th 
and mission rd., leawood. there will be 
music, food and drink. dress code is semi-
formal. the cost to attend is $20 per per-
son at the door. For more information, 
send an email to Susana at: susa_marcos 
@yahoo.com or Ken at: skiop@yahoo.
com.

Sophia Center, 751 S. 8th St., atchison, 
will host a retreat, entitled “Advent Wis-
dom,” on dec. 6 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saint 
benedict urges us to see christ in all the 
people and events of our lives. Join Sis-
ter Judith Sutera, author of liguori Press’ 
“advent and christmas Wisdom from St. 
benedict,” in preparing to welcome the 
coming of christ every day this advent. 
For more information or to register, call 
(913) 360-6151 or visit Sophia Spirituality 
Center’s website at: www.sophiaspiritual 
itycenter.org.

a course in the sympto-thermal 
method of natural family plan-
ning will begin Dec. 11 at 6:30 
p.m. a reasonable course fee is 

charged and online registration is required 
by visiting the website at: www.ccli.org.  
call dana or eric runnebaum at (785) 
380-0062 or the couple to couple league 
of Kansas city at (913) 894-3558 for more 
information. learn more about this class 
online at: nfptopeka.blogspot.com.

Queen of the Holy Rosary 
Church, 71st and metcalf, over-
land Park, will host its Our Lady 
of Guadalupe celebration on 

dec. 12. It begins with mass at 6 p.m.,  fol-
lowed by a reception with Mexican pas-
tries and drinks in the parish hall.  

the Knights of columbus council 
11917 of Sacred Heart Church, 
2646 S.  34th St., Kansas city, 

Kansas, will host an all-you-can-eat pan-
cake breakfast with Santa from 8 - 11 
a.m. on dec. 14 at the church. the cost to 
attend is $6 for adults; $4 for children un-
der the age of 12. 

all are invited to the 18th annual commu-
nity Christmas concert on dec. 14 at 2 
p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church, 
711 n. 5th St., leavenworth. the concert 
will feature the choirs from three area 
high schools — Immaculata, leaven-
worth, and lansing. there is no cost to at-
tend. a donation of nonperishable food for 
the leavenworth assistance center would 
be appreciated.

all are invited to an evening of 
lessons and carols at Our Lady 
of Unity Parish, featuring the our 
lady of Unity choir, on dec. 15 at 
7 p.m. at St. John the evangelist 

church, 2910 Strong, Kansas city, Kansas. 
For more information, call (913) 677-4625.

the Serra club of Johnson county 
will host the annual seminarian/
parent Mass and luncheon at 
10:30 a.m. on Dec. 29. This annu-

al event is sponsored by five regional Ser-
ra clubs. Serrans will join archdiocesan 
seminarians and their parents for a mass 
at Ascension Church, 9510 W. 127th St., 
overland Park, with celebrant archbish-
op Joseph F. naumann. the mass will be 
followed by lunch. For more information, 
contact larry Sowers by sending an email 
to: vlang@kc.rr.com. 
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Want to help someone heal 
from an abortion?

    caLendar    13NOveMBer 28, 2014    |   THeLeAveN.COM

Stair lifts & More We’ll lift you up!
Scooter/bath/wheelchair/pool  

Free consults. Leaven discounts!
Member Good Shepherd, Shawnee 

Call Ed Toll Free 1-855-543-8632

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504

eMPLOyMeNT
Corporate sales/marketing - An educational ministry 
of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas is seeking a 
full-time employee to spearhead the new tax credit for 
low-income students scholarship program. Applicants 
must be practicing Catholics in good standing, be able 
to speak authentically about Catholic education, have 
a bachelor’s degree and a minimum of five successful 
years in the corporate sales arena, and be able to fa-
cilitate public relations to increase awareness of this 
opportunity. The ideal candidate must be able to com-
municate at the executive level, have polished marketing 
and presentation skills, and must be able to communi-
cate effectively and compassionately with a variety of 
constituencies, including business leaders and families 
seeking scholarship assistance. An entrepreneurial spirit 
along with the ability to think outside the box is imper-
ative. Interested individuals should send an email with 
cover letter and resume to: tcl@archkck.org no later 
than Dec. 5. 

Director of administration - St. Mark the evangelist 
Church, Independence, Missouri, is seeking a director of 
administration. This position provides general leadership 
and day-to-day supervision of parish operations in the 
areas of finance/accounting, human resources, payroll/
benefits, property/facility management, stewardship, 
communications, and information systems. Ideal can-
didate will be a practicing Catholic in good standing. 
Position requires: a bachelor’s degree in business, ac-
counting, human resources or related field, or equivalent 
experience; 5 years business experience and at least 2 
years experience leading an organization or large de-
partment; knowledge of and experience in accounting 
principles, practices and budgeting; knowledge and ex-
perience in human resources management and employ-
ment law; proficiency with MS Office, excel, QuickBooks 
(or other financial accounting application) and ability 
to learn specialized parish software programs quickly; 
effective communication skills and strong presentation 
skills; exceptional organizational skills; the ability to 
work collaboratively with diverse groups of people and 
a high level of integrity; experience in other functional 
areas listed previously (property/facility management) 
is beneficial. Must be able to think strategically while 
demonstrating a willingness to roll up your sleeves and 
assist with operational tasks when needed. Requires 
some evenings, weekends and on-call availability. em-
ployment is contingent upon successful completion of 
background check, completion of ethics and Integrity 
in Ministry (eIM) document, and attendance at a virtus 
Protecting God’s Children program at the first available 
opportunity. Please send resume and cover letter out-
lining your qualifications as they relate to the position 
to:  Search Committee/Director of Administration, St. 
Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church, 3736 S. Lee’s Sum-
mit rd., Independence, MO 64055; or send an email to:    
cmasuch@stmarksparish.com. eOe.

Housekeeper - Catholic family in the Olathe area seek-
ing a housekeeper to assist in the following areas: col-
lecting, washing and folding/hanging laundry; running 
small errands (grocery, dry cleaning, etc.); cleaning/
organizing the home, including dusting, vacuuming, 
mopping and cleaning surfaces. This will be a full-time 
position. Interested applicants should respond by send-
ing an email to: clyons@ftfmidwest.com.
 
Cook - Full-time position, Fri. - Tues. (days off are wed. 
and Thurs.), 6 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.; and full-time position, 
Sun. - Thurs. (days off are Fri. and Sat.), 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
At least one year of cooking experience required. Duties 
include serving in the dining room. Cedar Lake village 
is a not-for-profit, faith-based organization providing 
independent and assisted living for older adults. Cedar 
Lake village offers a caring environment where all res-
idents, their families and employees are welcomed and 
valued. we are looking for a highly motivated individual 
with a desire to work with the elderly to join our team. 
wage range is based on experience: $10.25 - $13.78. All 
qualified applicants will receive consideration for em-
ployment without regard to race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, disability, protected veteran status or 
other protected status. To apply for this position, please 
complete an application online at: www.good-sam.com.

executive office administrator - The national office of 
the Ladies of Charity is seeking to fill the position of of-
fice administrator. This is an administrative position that 
requires an independent starter with experience in data 
management, financial procedures, facility in written 
and oral communication, good interpersonal skills and 
familiarity with word, excel, and some database work in 
Access. The individual should be comfortable with Cath-
olic social teaching and have a bachelor’s degree. Please 
send an email with your resume and references to Gayle 
Johnson at: office@ladiesofcharity.us.

Financial representatives - Due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of Columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas City metro, Topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. we provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. Please con-
tact John A. Mahon, general agent, for more information 
or an interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@
kofc.org, by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 Topeka 
Blvd., Topeka, KS 66612.  

resource room support - Bishop Miege High School is 
seeking an adult with previous education experience to 
assist the learning specialist. Duties include read-aloud 
of material, proctoring quizzes/tests, writing and other 
tutoring support daily from 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. To 
apply, send a letter of interest and resume by email to: 
mjaksa@bishopmiege.com.

ServICeS
agua Fina irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

House and office cleaning - Honest, reliable; reason-
able rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. Parishio-
ner of Good Shepherd Church. references available. Call 
(913) 544-6982.

Mike Hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 
south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. Over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

Cleaning lady - reasonable rates; references provided. 
Call (913) 940-2959.

CLutter GettinG You Down? Organize, fix, assem-
ble, install! “Kevin Of All Trades” your professional orga-
nizer and “HONey-DO-LIST” specialist. Call today for a 
free consultation at (913) 271-5055. Insured. references. 
visit our website at: www.KOATINDuSTrIeS.com.

Housecleaning - Old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- 
ping, etc. A thorough and consistent job every time. 
References from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. 
Call Sharon at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 
(mobile). Serving the 913 area code area.

Quilted Memories  - your Kansas City Longarm Shop 
- Nolting Longarm Machines, quilting supplies and ma-
chine quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts 
- Custom designed memory quilts from your T-shirt 
collections, photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, 
etc., neckties etc. For information or to schedule a free 
consultation, call (913) 649-2704. visit the website at: 
www.quiltedmemoriesllc.com.

tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consulta-
tion, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.
com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. 
we moved! Come check out our new office in Lenexa. 

Complete plumbing and bath
Master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile 

install, bath remodeling. Onyx Collection Distributor.
Serving Johnson County for 20 years.

Member Ascension Parish; call Mike at (913) 488-4930.

For QuickBooks Help
Call Ann evans
(913) 406-9778

Member of Curé of Ars Parish

tim the Handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dis-
posals, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall 
ceiling repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, 
and gutter cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.

HOMe IMPrOveMeNT
the Drywall Doctor, inc. - A unique solution to your 
drywall problems! we fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. we provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified 
and insured! Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 
768-6655. 

swalms organizing and Downsizing service - reduc-
ing Clutter - enjoy an organized Home! Basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
Belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. Over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. Call Tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 

and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; 
references. Call Dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email 

to: dandeeconst@aol.com.

sta (sure thing always) Home repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

Local handyman and lawn care - Mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, Hon-
ey-Do List, HvAC and windows. Free estimates. Member 
of Holy Angels Parish, Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-
4118.

Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

Detail construction and remodeling - we offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

neLson Creations L.L.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

adept Home improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

Home improvements - Thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. we do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. There is no job too big or 
too small. Call Joshua Doherty at (913) 709-7230.

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. references. reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

Heating and cooling repair and replacement - Call Joe 
with JB Design and Service. Licensed and insured with 
20 years experience. Member of Divine Mercy Parish. 
Call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

eL soL Y La  tierra
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

CAreGIvING
Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply look-
ing to improve your current home care quality, we can 
help. Our unique approach to home care has earned us 
a 99% client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus 
families we have assisted. we are family-owned, with 
offices in Lenexa and Lawrence. Call Benefits of Home - 
senior Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 
727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

senior care and helper - I am a registered nurse with a 
master’s degree in nursing and a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration. I obtained my education from the 
university of virginia and the university of Mary. I am a 
husband and a father of a two-year-old son. I enjoy working 
with, learning from and exchanging stories with the senior 
population and America’s Greatest Generation. This may in-
clude but not be limited to nursing care, grocery shopping, 
yard work, medical appointments, companionship, and help 
around the home. Parishioner of Holy Trinity Parish, Lenexa. 
Call Matt at (913) 522-4938 to set up a no obligation meet-
ing to see if we’re a good fit for one another.  

Caregiving - we provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
we also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. Call Daughters & Company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with Laurie, Debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - Nursing/companion. I can provide the medi-
cal care and household management experience. Live-in 
considered. Nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experi-
ence. Call (913) 579-5276.

Caregiver - CNA home health care specialist provides 
TLC in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 
hours, affordable, excellent references provided. Non-
smoker. Call (816) 806-8104.

wANTeD TO Buy
will buy firearms and related accessories - One or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

antiQues wanteD - I buy older wrist- and pocket 
watches, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, post-
cards and photographs, Babe ruth autographs, pharma-
ceutical drug store soda fountain and military items. Call 
(913) 642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

FOr SALe
Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions 
– first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. 
rosary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do re-
pairs. Member of the Church of the Ascension, Overland 
Park. Call (913) 400-3236.

residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. 
Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

vACATION
2015 spring break resort condo - Close to all Orlando 
attractions, including Disney world, universal Studios, 
and Sea world. March 14-21, 2015. 2 Br sleeps 8, full 
kitchen, pool, lake, family-oriented. Golf/shopping near-
by. Call (816) 716-4676.

Colorado ski vacation - 2 Br, 1 BA, furnished, fireplace, 
sleeps 6. Next to rec center. Pool and hot tub. Bus to ski 
area. $145 per night or $900 per week. Call (913) 392-
0686.

reAL eSTATe
wanted to buy: I NeeD HOuSeS! I buy them as is, with 
no repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t 
want. we buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. 
All sales are cash with no strings attached. Please call 
Mark edmondson at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish 
member.  

MISCeLLANeOuS
our Lady of Hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 
euclid, Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father 
ernie Davis. Dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 

Buying a classified: Cost to advertise 
is: $18.50 for five lines or less; $1.50 each 
additional line; email:  julie@theleaven.com; 
Phone: (913) 647-0327
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Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com
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A 
Mr. and Mrs. John Abel, Mr. and 
Mrs. James Adams, Mr. Kend-
all Adkins, Dr. and Mrs. Pablo 

Aguayo, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Ahlstedt, Prof. 
and Mrs. Christopher T. Allen, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Allen, Mr. Frank Ancona, Mr. and Mrs. 
Clinton Andrews, Mr. and Mrs. Tim G. An-
thone, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Ascher

B 
Mr. and Mrs. Carle Baker, Jr., Mr. 
and Mrs. Jerry Baker, Mr. and 
Mrs. ronald Baker, Mr. and Mrs. 

John Balling, Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Barber, 
Mr. and Mrs. Deron Barnett, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Barrett, Mr. and Mrs. Paul w. Bar-
rett, Dr. and Mrs. Charles w. Barth III, Dr. 
and Mrs. Michael J. Bartkoski, Jr., Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Bartkoski, Mr. and Mrs. Chad 
Basler, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bastasch, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lee Baty, Mr. James H. Beach and Mrs. 
Honora Murphy, Mr. and Mrs. Jason Beam, 
Mr. and Mrs. robert Beaman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley Bechtold, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard H. 
Becker, Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Becker, Mr. 
Gregory Becker, Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Beckley, Mr. and Mrs. Craig Bedke, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mark Begley, Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
e. Bellinder, Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Be-
ran, Mrs. Barbara Berg, Mr. and Mrs. Brad 
Bergman, Monsignor robert N. Bergman, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Bergman, Mr. and Mrs. 
robert H. Berry, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Bert, 
Father George Bertels, Ms. Joan M. Bev-
acqua, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Bickimer, 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom J. Biggins, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben Biller, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Billinger, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Bisang, Mr. Douglas 
Black, Mr. and Mrs. Kerry L. Blair, Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank A. Blanc, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
D. Blecha, Ms. Sally G. Bloom, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kevin Bockwinkel, Ms. Joyce Bodenhamer, 
Ms. Mary Lou Boeh, Mr. and Mrs. August 
Bogina, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Nick F. Bono, Sr., 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Book, Mr. Lawrence 
A. Booker, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Boone, Mr. 
and Mrs. James T. Borelli, Mr. and Mrs. Jes-
se Borjon, Mr. and Mrs. Don Botts, Mr. Glen 
A. Bouchard, Mr. and Mrs. richard Boynton, 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Brady, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Brosnahan, Dr. and Mrs. James O. 
Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Kent P. Brown, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kyle C. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
J. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Brown, 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Brown, Mr. and Dr. Larry 
Broxterman, Dr. and Mrs. Daniel e. Brueg-
ger, Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Bruning, Mr. and 
Mrs. David r. Buchanan, Mr. and Mrs. Kevin 
Buehler, Mr. and Mrs. John r. Bueltel, Mr. 
and Mrs. roman A. Buettner, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brad Bukaty, Mr. Anthony L. Bunker, Mon-
signor raymond e. Burger, Dr. and Mrs. 
Gary Burkart, Mr. and Mrs. Chad H. Burke, 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Buschow, Mr. and 
Mrs. Don Bushell, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas w. 
Butch, Mr. G robert Butell, Ms. Michelle r. 
Butler, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bybee

C 
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Calovich, 
Ms. Delores Calvert, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bryan Camerlinck, Mr. and Mrs. 

Anthony Candelario, Dr. and Mrs. ramon 
v. Canent, Dr. and Mrs. vito J. Carabetta, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Caro, Mr. and Mrs. Tim 
Carroll, Mrs. Mary Carter, Mrs. Marilyn A. 
Casey, Ms. Fran F. Cashion, Dr. and Mrs. 
Michael Cassell, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cava-
liere III, Mr. and Mrs. Bill P. Charcut, Dr. and 
Mrs. Aaron Cheney, Mr. and Mrs. Tim Chik, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Chladek, Father Joseph 
e. Chontos, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. John Ciliberti, 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Cillessen, Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert e. Cinelli, Mr. and Mrs. Shane 
T. Clarke, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Clifford, Dr. 
and Mrs. David Cobb, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Colanero, Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Collins, Mr. 
and Mrs. Scott r. Collins, Mr. Daniel P. Con-
nealy, Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Connell, Mr. and 
Mrs. Alan D. Conroy, Ms. Kellee Cook, Mr. 
George K. Cooper, Mr. and Mrs. Tony Cord-
es, Mr. Don Cornish, Dr. and Mrs. Michael 
Cotter, Mr. and Mrs. robert w. Cotter, Mr. 
and Mrs. richard C. Crabtree, Mr. and Mrs. 
Marc Crawford, Mr. and Mrs. Travis Craw-
ford, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Cromer, Mr. and 
Mrs. edward D. Cronin III, Mr. and Mrs. Kirk 
Cross, Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Crowder

D 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Dahir, Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas Dahl, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles e. Dahm, Mr. and Mrs. 

David r. Daly, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Daly, Mrs. 
Hilda R. D’Amico, Mr. Wallace E. Daniels, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary D. Davis, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jason Davis, Mr. and Mrs. rudy Davis, Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael Davoren, Mr. and Mrs. 
Curtis Day, Mr. and Mrs. Troy S. De Long, 
Ms. Shirley Deal, Dr. and Mrs. richard e. 
Dean, Mr. and Mrs. James H. Decoursey, Jr., 
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas M. DeGennaro, Mrs. 
Kathy Delaney, Ms. virginia Delatorre, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gary Denning, Mr. and Mrs. Mike 
Denning, Mr. Melvin Depperschmidt, Dr. 
and Mrs. Martin Deruyter, Mrs. Jeanne A. 
Dervin, Mr. and Mrs. rolland A. Dessert, Jr., 

Mr. and Mrs. richard Dickason, Ms. eleanor 
G. Dideles, Mr. and Mrs. Bryan J. Didier, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gabe DiGiorgio, Mr. edward Dil-
lon, Mr. and Mrs. Jeffry M. Dimon, Mr. and 
Mrs. David M. Dixon, Ltc. and Mrs. Michael 
J. Dolan, Mr. and Mrs. James F. Donahue, 
Dr. Thomas J. Doyle and Dr. Jeanne Doyle, 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Draftz, Mr. and Mrs. 
Todd Drees, Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Drescher, 
Mr. and Mrs. David Dugan, Mr. Joseph C. 
Dumm III, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Dunleavy, Mr. 
and Mrs. Steven Dunn, Mr. and Mrs. wil-
liam H. Dunn, Jr., Mrs. Caron B. Dunnivan, 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Durkin, Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry M. Dwyer

E 
Mr. and Mrs. Darren ebmeyer, Dr. 
Cindy eckert, Mr. and Mrs. Jason 
edmondson, Mrs. Carol edwards, 

Mr. and Mrs. Pete egan, Mr. and Mrs. Nich-
olas eisman, Mr. and Mrs. James L. elder, 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam elias, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel 
eliason, Mr. and Mrs. Fred B. elliott, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jim england, Mr. and Mrs. Kent r. er-
ickson, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. ernst, Mr. and 
Mrs. ray D. evans

F 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Farmer, Mr. ryan 
Feldkamp, Mr. and Mrs. James P. 
Fern, Mr. and Mrs. David F. Ferro, 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Fiddes, Mrs. Mary D. 
Fields†, Mr. william J. Fields, Jr., Mr. and 
Mrs. James Finnegan, Mr. and Mrs. James 
B. Fisher, Mr. and Mrs. robert Fitzpatrick, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Flake, Mr. and Mrs. rich-
ard J. Flanigan, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. 
Flynn, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Foley, Ms. Jill 
Forrest, Mr. and Mrs. Mike e. Forsythe, Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred M. Fosnacht, Mr. Andrew Fox, 
Ms. Deborah Fox, Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Fre-
king, Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Fritschie, Mr. 
and Mrs. Luigi Frosini, Mr. Steven Frye, Mr. 
and Mrs. Matthew Funke, Mr. and Mrs. rick 
Funke, Mr. and Mrs. Mark Fuqua

G 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Gaigals, Mr. and 
Mrs. James Gales, Mr. and Mrs. 
Douglas Gentile, Mr. and Mrs. 

Michael v. Gentry, Mr. and Mrs. Antonio T. 
Ghio, Mrs. Gertrudet r. Gibbs, Ms. Nancy 
Gibson, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gigous, Mr. 
Howard Gilliam and Ms. Blanca vallerjos, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse e. Gillikin, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Gilsdorf, Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Ginn, Mr. and Mrs. David P. Ginther, Mr. 
James e. Glick, Mr. and Mrs. raul Gonzalez, 
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Goode, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mark Goode, Mr. and Mrs. Dean Goodell, 
Ms. Jeanne Gorman, Mr. and Mrs. raymond 
C. Gorman, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Gound, 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Graham, Ms. Carol e. 
Graney, Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Graves, Mr. 
Dennis Gray and Ms. Phyllis Schaub, Mr. 
and Mrs. Brian J. Green, Mr. and Mrs. rich-
ard L. Greenwood, Sr., Dr. and Mrs. Scott w. 
Grisolano, Mr. and Mrs. James Grohusky, 
Ms. Donna Grosko, Ms. Theresa L. Gros-
pitch, Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Grunhard, Mr. 
and Mrs. Lawrence Guenther, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brian Gump, Mr. David F. Gunter, Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Gurera, Ms. Kathy Guthrie, Mr. 
and Mrs. David Gwartney

H 
Mr. and Mrs. richard Haag, Mr. 
and Mrs. robert Haake, Mr. and 
Mrs. eric Haeusser, Mr. and Mrs. 

Brandon K. Hall, Mrs. Kathleen P. Hall, Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael Hallisey, Mr. and Mrs. 
ray Hamilton, Father Gregory Hammes, 
Dr. yong y. Han, Mr. and Mrs. David Hanks, 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin O. Hart, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Hartley, Mr. and Mrs. Gregory 
Hausman, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Haverkamp, 
Dr. and Mrs. Kent D. Haverkamp, Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael r. Haverty, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael e. Haverty, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Hawkinson, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hayden, Mr. 
and Mrs. william Heeb, Mr. and Mrs. Brad 
Heidrick, Mr. and Mrs. Arron Heinerikson, 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Heinzman, Mr. and 
Mrs. Brian Hellebusch, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Heller, Mr. and Mrs. robert J. Hennessey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Henry, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gary J. Henry, Mr. and Mrs. Jeff e. Henry, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry e. Herigon, Dr. and Mrs. 
Scott D. Herrmann, Mr. richard Herz and 
Ms. Fran Lancaster, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hes-
chmeyer, Mr. Benedict A. Heuertz, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph P. Hilboldt, Mr. and Mrs. Denis 
e. Hill, Mr. Jeffrey Hill, Mr. and Mrs. Shawn 
Hillebert, Mr. and Mrs. Shane A. Hillmer, Dr. 
roman Hiszczynskyj, Mr. and Mrs. Law-
rence Hlobik, Mr. and Mrs. robert A. Hoehn, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence P. Hoffman, Mr. and 
Mrs. robert Hoffman, Mr. and Mrs. robert 
w. Hoffman, Mr. and Mrs. Kevin T. Hogan, 
Mr. and Mrs. r. Keith Holland, Mr. and Mrs. 
Scott Holland, Mr. and Mrs. James A. Hol-
liday, Ms. Natalie Hollister, Mr. and Mrs. 
Allan L. Holthaus, Mr. Shawn Holthaus, Mr. 
John Taylor and Dr. Tish Holub, Mrs. Mary 

Holzer, Mr. David Horn, Dr. and Mrs. Brian 
G. Hornung, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Howell, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Hummell, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tim Hund, Mr. and Mrs. Allen Hunter, Mr. 
Howard w. Hunter, Mr. and Mrs. robert T. 
Hunter

I
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford w. Illig, Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter Im, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
Iseman

J
Mr. James F. Ives, Mr. Steve e. Jacob-
son, Mr. and Mrs. william Jansen, 
Mrs. rita Janssen, Mr. and Mrs. Jef-

ferey Jaworski, Mr. John M. Jenks, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jewel Jentzsch, Mr. and Mrs. Bradley 
Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Jim M. Johnson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Josh Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Keith 
e. Johnson

K 
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly D. Johnson, Mr. 
Stephen Johnson and Dr. Jennifer 
Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry C. 

Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Jones, Mr. and Mrs. 
william P. Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard P. 
Kalmus, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Kane, Dr. 
and Mrs. Jeffrey M. Kaplan, Ms. rosemary 
T. Kasten, Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Kearney, 
Mrs. Amy Keenan Drinon, Archbishop 
James P. Keleher, Mr. and Mrs. richard 
Keller, Mr. and Mrs. Ambrose A. Kelly, Mr. 
and Mrs. John T. Kelly, Mr. and Mrs. Mark G. 
Kelly, Mr. and Mrs. Patrick L. Kelly, Mrs. ro-
salie C. Kelly, Mr. and Mrs. ronald e. Kelsey, 
Mr. Charles Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
e. Kern, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kerr, Mr. and 
Mrs. william D. Kilian, Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Kilkenny, Mr. Jerry A. King and Dr. Maureen 
King, Mr. and Mrs. Chad Kirby, Dr. and Dr. 
Jimmie Kirkland, Mr. Marvin G. Kleeb, Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Klehn, Dr. and Mrs. Michael 
S. Klein, Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Klimek, 
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Klingele, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Kmetz, Mr. and Mrs. James C. Knapp, 
Mr. walter e. Knapp, Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
D. Knoll, Mr. and Mrs. Todd A. Koca, Mrs. 
Grace Kohake, Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Kolich, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Kozakowski, Mr. and 
Mrs. John A. Kramer, Mr. and Mrs. John w. 
Krim, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Krizmanic, 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kroh, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Kubicki, Mr. and Mrs. John Kuefler, Mr. 
and Mrs. raymond L. Kush

L 
Mrs. Marilyn Lackey, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mike Lafferty, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Lahood, Mr. and Mrs. robert Lam-

brechts, Mr. and Mrs. Glen Lammers, Mr. 
and Mrs. David Lamott, Mr. and Mrs. Greg-
ory S. Lamping, Ms. Jean Langkop, Mr. and 
Mrs. Grant Larkin, Mr. and Mrs. Grant Latta, 
Mrs. Sally Lauer, Dr. and Mrs. ed J. Laughlin, 
Deacon and Mrs. James e. Lavin, Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael r. Lawless, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. 
John Lawrence, Mrs. Diana L. Layes, Ms. 
Grace Legaspi, Mr. and Mrs. David Leiker, 
Ms. Stephanie Letourneau and Mr. Michael 
Domer, Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Levell, Mr. and 
Mrs. edward J. Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. James 
Lewis, Mr. richard G. Leyden and Dr. Barba-
ra Stahl Leyden, Mr. and Mrs. Gary Liberty, 
Mr. Chris M. Likens, Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. 
Link, Mr. and Mrs. richard Lippoli, Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas e. Lisak, Mr. and Mrs. robert 
e. Litch, Mr. and Mrs. Scott Loewen, Dr. 
Karen Lombardi, Mr. and Mrs. George M. 
Long, Mr. and Mrs. robert D. Long, Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas C. Long, Mr. and Mrs. robert 
Looman, Mr. and Mrs. David Lopez, Mr. and 
Mrs. edwin Lowndes, Mr. Augustine G. 
Loya, Dr. and Mrs. robert J. Luchi, Father 
James e. Ludwikoski, Mr. and Mrs. richard 
Lundstrom, Mr. and Mrs. Jason Lyons

M Mr. and Mrs. Zachary Macins-
ki, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Mackey, 
Mr. and Mrs. eric Madsen, 

Mr. richard Mahaley, Mr. and Mrs. John 
J. Mahon, Mr. and Mrs. David Mallari, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gregory w. Malmgren, Mr. and 
Mrs. Alejandro Mañan, Mr. and Mrs. John S. 
Mansker, Mr. and Mrs. Brad Marks, Mr. and 
Mrs. Chris Martin, Mr. robert G. Martin, Mr. 
Thomas M. Martin, Mr. and Mrs. william C. 
Martucci, Mr. and Mrs. Austin Massoth, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jonathon Matchett, Mrs. Susan 
Mathewson, Mr. and Mrs. Brent C. Mathis, 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Maxwell, Mr. and Mrs. 
John C. Maxwell III, Mr. and Mrs. eric May, 
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Mayer, Mr. and Mrs. Jo-
seph Mayo, Dr. and Mrs. Kevin P. Mays, Mrs. 
Laura Mae McAntee, Mr. and Mrs. Quentin 
e. McArthur, Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. McAvoy, 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald r. McCann, Mr. and 
Mrs. Marcus McCarty, Dr. and Mrs. Thomas 
J. McCormack, Ms. Ginger McCormick, Mr. 
and Mrs. George F. McDonnell, Mr. and Mrs. 
william M. McDowell, Mr. and Mrs. william 

P. Mcevoy, Mr. and Mrs. Brian McGlinn, Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael A. McGovern, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold e. McGurk, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. 
Brad McIlnay, Mr. and Mrs. rance McK-
enzie, Dr. and Mrs. Craig McLaughlin, Mr. 
and Mrs. Patrick M. McLaughlin, Ms. Ann 
McLiney, Mrs. Carol McTarsney, Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin Mease, Mr. and Mrs. richard 
Medved, Mr. and Mrs. David Meiners, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Meunier, Mr. and Mrs. eric 
Meyer, Mr. and Mrs. Larry and Mary Mey-
ers, Mr. and Mrs. robert A. Meyers, Mr. and 
Mrs. Greg Mies, Mr. Paul Mies, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Miley, Mr. and Mrs. Brian Miller, Ms. 
Jolene Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Mark F. Miller, 
Ms. Nila Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. 
Miller, Ms. Carla K. Mills, Mr. and Mrs. Troy 
Mills, Mr. and Mrs. Gordan T. Moffitt, Dr. 
and Mrs. Tibor G. Mohacsi, Ms. Margaret 
Montgomery, Col. and Mrs. John Moore, 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Moran, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael J. Morrand, Michael and Patricia 
Morrissey, Mr. and Mrs. Alan D. Mosher, 
Ms. rhonda Moylan, Mr. and Mrs. Mark 
Muder, Mr. and Mrs. Mark Muessig, Mr. and 
Mrs. Darrin Muggli, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Mulcahy, Deacon and Mrs. Thomas Mul-
venon, Mr. and Mrs. J. Kevin Murphy, Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael P. Murphy, Mr. and Mrs. 
vincent L. Murphy,Mr. raphael Musau, Dr. 
and Mrs. George H. Myers, Jr.

N 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, 
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Naylor, Mr. 
James P. Neel, Mr. and Mrs. Jason 

T. Neff, Ms. Holly A. Nelson, Mr. Jeffrey B. 
Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. John Nelson, Ms. 
Linda Nelson, Mr. Lorry r. Nelson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Alan H. Nenninger, Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Newberry, Mr. and Mrs. randy Newcomer, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Newell, Mrs. Helen 
Newton, Mr. and Mrs. James L. Ney, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jerry C. Ney, Mr. Don Ngo and Mrs. 
Mary Hoang-Ngo, Mr. and Mrs. Darwin 
Nichols, Mr. Cristino Nicolas, Mr. and Mrs. 
James r. Nicols, Miss Stacy M. Niedbalski, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Nielsen, Mr. and Mrs. 
van Nine, Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Noland, Mr. 
and Mrs. Patrick Noon, Mr. and Mrs. Ber-
nard T. Noonan, Mr. and Mrs. ryan Noonan, 
Mr. and Mrs. robert G. Novellano

N 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Oakes, Mr. 
and Mrs. edward Oblon, Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael O’Boyle, Dr. and 

Mrs. Paul O’Boynick, Gail O’Connor, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jeff Oddo, Mr. Gerald C. Odgers, 
Mr. and Mrs. Adrian O’Hara, Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrew O’Hara, Mr. and Mrs. Patrick F. 
OKeefe, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen O’Keefe, Ms. 
Deidre Oliver, Dr. and Mrs. Phillip Olsen, Mr. 
and Mrs. Kevin O’Malley, Mr. Mike A. O’Mal-
ley, Mr. and Mrs. Brian O’Neill, Mr. and Mrs. 
Daniel O’Neill, Dr. Rita Oplotnik, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mark Oppold, Mr. and Mrs. John Ork-
wis, Ms. Catherine Ormsby, Mr. and Mrs. 
robert Ortiz, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Brett Oswald, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles r. Overman

P 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk w. Palmer, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jason Park, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brad Parker, Ms. Cindy Parres, Mr. 

and Mrs. Gus Parsel, Mrs. Teresa Parson, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pascuzzi, Ms. Jill A. 
Patterson, Mr. and Mrs. Greg Pavlyak, Mr. 
and Mrs. Matthew Payne, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kent Pech, Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Pelfrey, Mr. 
and Mrs. eugene A. Pemberton, Mr. and 
Mrs. Stephen Penn, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel 
Perry, Father Michael Peterson, Mrs. Mary 
Jo Pflumm, Mr. and Mrs. James A. Phalen, 
Mr. and Mrs. Brad G. Phipps, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Picollo, Mrs. Celeste A. Pierce, Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Pikus, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon 
P. Pinsky, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Pitzl, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mitchell Poell, Dr. and Mrs. Theodore 
Pope, Mr. Curtis Porter, Dr. Abraham K. Pou-
lose and Dr. Mari Poulose, Mr. David Power, 
Dr. Ben Powers and Dr. Carolyn Powers, 
Mrs. Carol L. Pozzolungo, Mr. and Mrs. Da-
vid Prather, Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Pratt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Prier, Mr. and Mrs. 
robert e. Province, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Prucka, Mr. and Mrs. robert D. Pudenz, 
Dr. and Mrs. Kevin Punswick, Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillip H. Punswick

Q 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Quinn

R 
Dr. and Mrs. Peter P. radford, 
Mark and Mary ramos, Mr. 
edward C. rardin, Dr. and Dr. 

Thomas rasmussen, Mr. and Mrs. Dan 
reardon, Mr. and Mrs. Frank rebori, Ms. 
Martha J. reck, Mr. and Mrs. Garry red-
ding, Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. red-
mond, Mr. and Mrs. Charles reichenberg-
er, Ms. Mary reid, Mr. John M. reilly and 
Dr. Laura reilly, Mrs. Barbara K. reinhard, 
Mr. and Mrs. edward r. reschke, Mr. and 
Mrs. Patrick J. respeliers, Dr. and Mrs. 
Gregory C. reuter, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan 
L. rewerts, Mr. and Mrs. Michael reyn-
olds, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel K. reynoldson, 
Ms. Donna M. rice, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas 
riedel, Ms. Louise D. rieke, Father John A. 
riley, Mr. and Mrs. Patrick robinson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Sam rockford, Mr. and Mrs. rick 
rodenbeck, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon roll, Mr. 
and Mrs. randy ross, Mr. and Mrs. David 
A. roth, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. rousse-
lo, Mr. and Mrs. John rowe, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry r. rowley, Ms. Kathleen ruysser, Mr. 
and Mrs. william M. ryan, Mrs. Christina 
rzepczyk

S 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank C. Sabatini, Mr. 
and Mrs. Matt Sabatini, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tony Sabatino, Mr. and Mrs. 

Daniel Sachs, Dr. and Mrs. ryan Sanders, 
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Saunders, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kent P. Saylor, Mr. and Mrs. Anthony 
Scaduto, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas P. Scalard, 
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Schade, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Scheopner, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Scherschligt, Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. 
Scherschligt, Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Scheve, 
Father Brian A. Schieber, Mr. and Mrs. eu-
gene J. Schiefelbein, Mr. and Mrs. Hal w. 
Schierts, Mr. and Mrs. James Schmank, 
Mr. rodney Schmidt, Mr. and Mrs. Dave 
Schmidtlein, Mrs. Cheryl Schmitz and Mr. 
Steven F. roth, Father Quentin Schmitz, 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Schneider, Mr. and 
Mrs. Scott A. Schneider, Mr. James L. 
Schramm, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. eugene Sch-
reiner, Ms. elly Schroeder, Mr. and Mrs. 
David Schukai, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Schul-
te, Mr. and Mrs. Troy Schumaker, Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Schuttloffel, Mr. and Mrs. 
Chuck Scott, Mr. riley Scott and Dr. Julia 
Scott, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Seals, Mr. and 
Mrs. Louis Seeman, Mr. Tony Segura, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jeff G. Selock, Mr. robert Serra, 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Sevigny, Mr. and 
Mrs. Terence J. Sexton, Mr. and Mrs. earl 
Shackelford, Mr. and Mrs. Jeff D. Shackel-
ford, Mr. and Mrs. Judd Shea, Mr. and Mrs. 
eric Sheerin, Drs. Catherine and Prakash 
Shenoy, Mr. and Mrs. Todd Shepherd, Dr. 
and Mrs. randy Sheridan, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brooks Sherman, Mr. and Mrs. Steven 
Sickinger, Mr. and Mrs. James M. Sieben, 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry J. Sieve, Jr., Mr. and 
Mrs. Bill F. Sinovic, Mr. and Mrs. Greg J. 
Skoch, Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Slaven, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ciprian Slobodnic, Mr. and 
Mrs. Gary S. Smagiel, Mr. and Mrs. Bran-
don e. Smith, Ms. Deborah L. Smith, Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Smith, Mr. 
Paul T. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. robert Smith, 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Smith, Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephen Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Chuck e. 
Smrt, Mr. Steve B. Sorenson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Sowers, Mr. and Mrs. Bart Spachek, 
Mr. and Mrs. robert Spaedy, Dr. and Mrs. 
Frank J. Spalitto, Mr. and Mrs. robert e. 
Spence, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Spencer, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Stadler, Mr. Jon Stanfield, 
Dr. and Mrs. Mark T. Steele, Dr. and Mrs. 
robert T. Stein, Mr. and Mrs. roger w. 
Steiner, Mr. and Mrs. Brian Stephens, Mr. 
and Mrs. Brian Stevens, Ms. Lori Stevens, 
Mrs. Mary T. Stewart, Dr. and Mrs. Mi-
chael C. Stiles, Mr. and Mrs. Doug Stoltz, 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Stone, Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Stout, Mr. and Mrs. Don A. Stroh, Mr. and 
Mrs. Leo F. Stueve, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
A. Sullivan, Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Supplee, 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom D. Swader, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mark A. Swanson, Mr. and Mrs. David P. 
Swearingen

T 
Mr. and Mrs. Toby Taggart, Mr. 
Cyril D. Tangeman, Mr. Donald Tay-
lor, Mr. and Mrs. Donald T. Taylor, 

Mr. Mark Taylor and Dr. van Tran, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mark Teahan, Mr. and Mrs. James M. 
Tepper, Mrs. Maxine G. Thayer, Dr. and 
Mrs. Bradley S. Thedinger, Dr. and Mrs. 
John A. Thesing, Ms. Mary Thibault, Mr. 
and Mrs. Scott Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. Dale 
Thompson, Mrs. Joanne F. Thompson, Ms. 
Patricia D. Tierney, Mr. robert C. Tinker, Jr., 
Dr. and Mrs. ernest Tomas, Mr. and Mrs. 
Anthony Tornquist, Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
Totta, Allan and Christine Towle, Mr. and 
Mrs. richard A. Travers, Mr. and Mrs. Alan 

Tribble, Mr. and Mrs. william D. Trimble, Mr. 
and Mrs. John L. Tripp, Mr. and Mrs. Steve 
Tritsch, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Troester, Mr. 
and Mrs. Philip J. Truman, Father Shawn P. 
Tunink, Mrs. Bea Turner, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Turner, Mr. and Mrs. robert Tuttle, Col. (ret) 
and Mrs. John Twohig

U 
Dr. Kahdi udobi, Mr. and Mrs. Mi-
chael J. unrein

V 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. van 
Buren, Mr. and Mrs. Andy van 
Meerhaeghe, Mr. and Mrs. Terry 

van Meter, Mr. and Mrs. Dominic varrave-
to, Mr. and Mrs. David A. vega, Sr., Mr. and 
Mrs. Stephen ventura, Mr. and Mrs. Chuck 
A. verville, Mr. and Mrs. Michael T. vielhau-
er, Mr. and Mrs. Terry vitali, rose Ann vogt, 
Dr. and Mrs. Jim T. voorhees, Dr. and Mrs. 
Craig vosburgh

W 
Mr. and Mrs. James wadella, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dean e. wagner, 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald r. wake-

field, Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. walahoski, 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry walker, Mr. and Mrs. 
edward J. walsh, Dr. and Mrs. Thomas e. 
walsh, Mr. and Mrs. James F. walter, Ms. 
Theresa walters, Mr. and Mrs. richard 
walthall, Dr. and Mrs. Mark walton, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harvey ward, Miss victoria K. 
ward, Mr. and Mrs. James w. warhurst, Mr. 
and Mrs. David warlick, Father richard J. 
warsnak, Mr. and Mrs. John T. waters, Mrs. 
Barbara watkins, Mr. and Mrs. James G. 
weaver, Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. weber, Mr. 
and Mrs. Mark M. weber, Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
L. weems, Ms. Melinda S. wehrle, Mr. and 
Mrs. richard L. weixelman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Greg werkowitch, Mr. and Mrs. George J. 
werth, Mr. and Mrs. Charles wesonig, Mr. 
and Mrs. Justin west, Mr. and Mrs. Craig 
whalen, Ms. JoAnne wheat, Mr. and Mrs. 
Sean wheeler, Dr. and Mrs. Jim whitaker, 
Mr. and Mrs. James J. white, Dr. and Mrs. 
Stephen H. white, Mr. and Mrs. Bill wie-
deman, Mr. Gregory J. wilkinson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Steve D. wilkinson, Mr. and Mrs. John 
williams, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth williams, 
Mrs. Frances willis, Mr. and Mrs. ronald 
willis, Mr. and Mrs. robert J. willis, Mr. and 
Mrs. Timothy wilson, Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey 
A. winkel, Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. winterman, 
Mr. and Mrs. richard winterman, Mr. and 
Mrs. Brett wobker, Mr. and Mrs. John M. 
wodtke, Mr. and Mrs. Craig wohler, Mrs. 
Martha wolf-Holland, Dr. and Mrs. John A. 
woltjen, Mr. and Mrs. Chip wood, Mr. and 
Mrs. John wood, Mr. robert w. woodard, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles woods, Mr. and Mrs. 
John woolway, Mr. John wright, Ms. Jac-
quelyn Wulf, Mr. and Mrs. Mark Wurtz, Mr. 
and Mrs. Dale H. wytock

Y 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff L. yakle, Mr. and 
Mrs. Brian yanez, Mr. and Mrs. 
ralph yaple, Mr. and Mrs. Doug yo-

der, Mr. and Mrs. James young, Mr. Mitchell 
young

Z 
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Zacharias, Drs. 
David S. and Marilyn M. Zamierows-
ki, Mr. and Mrs. George J. Zarate, 

Miss Sharon Zawada, Ms. ronda r. Zillner, 
Mr. and Mrs. Damon Zimmer, Mr. Sherman 
B. Zimmerman, Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Zu-
zolo, Mrs. Bibiana Zweig

the Crosier society includes 
all individuals and families 
who respond by gifting 
one percent of their annual 
income or at least $1,000 
to the archbishop’s Call to 
share in a given year. we re-
gret any errors or omissions.

another listing of Crosier 
society members was pub-
lished in the Leaven on nov. 
21.

As Christmas 
approaches, the 
music and imag-
es of the season 

paint a nostalgic picture of 
the past. They invite us to 
return to the Christmases of 
our childhood, if not exactly 
how we remember them, 
of how we wish they would 
have been in our dreams. 

In this romanticizing of 
the past, we can easily lose 
focus on the present, on 
what Christmas can mean 
for us now as adults. The 
purpose of Advent is to 
redirect our focus. Sunday’s 
first reading — Is 63:16-17, 
19; 64:2-7 — gives us a good 
example of how that can 
happen. 

The prophet appeals to 
God to return: “Return for 
the sake of your servants, 
the tribes of your heritage.” 

And why? Without God’s 
help, people are not able to 
lead good lives. They fall 
into sin. They are enmeshed 
in a pattern of destructive 
behavior from which they 
cannot escape on their own. 
That is why the prophet 
asks: “Why do you let us 
wander, O Lord, from your 
ways, and harden our hearts 
so that we fear you not?” 

The prophet emphasizes 
God’s role in their plight. 
Without God’s guidance, the 
people have wandered from 
the right path. Their hard-
ened hearts keep them from 
changing.

The words of the prophet 
remind us why God sent 
the Messiah into the world. 
Jesus Christ was born 
to free us from sin. That 
freedom from sin does not 
mean a whitewashing of our 
past faults. It means a real 
change in our lives. It places 
us on the right path. It gives 
us a new heart. 

And that change is not 
something that we can 
accomplish on our own. We 
need God’s help. On our 
own, we are too weak. The 
words of the prophet vividly 
point to that weakness that 
has come to us through sin: 

“We have all withered like 
leaves, and our guilt carries 
us away like the wind.” 

In contrast, God’s im-
mense power can overcome 
our weaknesses. The proph-
et recalls the past awesome 
deeds of God as proof that 
God can work this new mir-
acle in the people’s hearts: 
“Oh, that you would rend 
the heavens and come down, 
with the mountains quak-
ing before you, while you 
wrought awesome deeds we 
could not hope for, such as 
they had not heard of from 
of old.” 

If God can work such 
miracles in the physical 
world, surely God can work 
this spiritual miracle in the 
human heart. And perhaps 
that is the true miracle of 
Christmas. 

Did you hear about 
the woman doing 
her last-minute 
Christmas shop-

ping at a crowded mall?
She was tired of fighting 

the crowds, of standing in 
lines and of slogging her way 
down long aisles looking for 
gifts that had sold out days 
before.

Her arms were full of 
bulky packages when an 
elevator door opened. It was, 
of course, full. The occupants 
of the elevator grudgingly 
tightened ranks, though, to 
allow a small space for her 
and her load.

As the doors closed, the 
frustrated woman blurted 
out, “Whoever is responsible 
for this whole Christmas 
thing ought to be arrested, 
strung up and shot!”

Several folks nodded 
their heads or grunted their 
agreement.

Then, from somewhere 
in the back of the elevator 
came a single voice that said, 
“Don’t worry, lady. They al-
ready crucified him.” (Adapt-
ed from “1001 Illustrations 
That Connect,” by Craig 
Brian Larson and Phyllis Ten 
Elshof, general editors.)

How easy it is to forget 
what Christmas is really all 
about. That’s why we need 
the season of Advent so des-
perately. Its themes of hope, 
joy, peace, patience, watchful-

ness and anticipation reori-
ent our hearts and minds. 
They clear the cobwebs of 
hurrying and consumerism, 
so we can see clearly what 
— or rather whom — we are 
called to celebrate on Dec. 25. 

If you truly want to be 
countercultural, be faithful 
to the season of Advent. Its 
demands are simple: stop, 
look and listen.

As much as possible, 
stop all the rushing around 
by committing yourself to 
prayer in these days. Start 
by having a specific time to 
pray. Because these days can 
get so crazy, if you leave it 
up to chance to find a time 
to pray, chances are you’re 
not going to stop and do it. 
Be creative: Pray while the 
coffee is brewing, with your 
spouse before heading to 
work, with the family after 
supper, in the car or at the 
gym. Give yourself permis-

sion to make the time. It 
will help keep everything in 
perspective. 

And perspective is 
something that is easily lost, 
especially when twinkling 
lights and shiny baubles vie 
for our attention. To regain 
focus, look at an Advent 
wreath. Set one up in your 
home before even worrying 
about a Christmas tree. It 
doesn’t need to be fancy or 
even have the “official” pink 
and purple candles. Just grab 
a bit of greenery (to remind 
yourself that there is life in 
the midst of winter), form 
it into a circle (to remind 
yourself of God, who has no 
beginning and no end) and 
add four lights of any type, 
one for each week of this 
special season (to remind 
yourself that Christ, the light 
of the world, is coming). 

Put the wreath in a prom-
inent place to remind (or 
“guilt”) you to pray, espe-
cially on those days when 
demands far outweigh your 
energy or time.

Finally, be quiet and listen. 
A great way to calm the 
mind and heart is to play a 
favorite Advent or Christmas 
hymn. Follow that by reading 
a passage from Scripture or 
some other prayer resource. 
One that is new and literally 
right at hand on your smart-
phone or tablet is an app — 
Catholic Media ArchKCK — 

that the archdiocese has just 
rolled out. You can read all 
about this daily dose of Ad-
vent on page 3 of this issue.

Sit down this Thanksgiv-
ing weekend and plan — not 
what stores you’re going to 
hit for gifts, but when and 
how you’ll carve out time 
to celebrate Advent. This 
prayer for the season from 
the late spiritual writer 
Father Henri Nouwen is an 
ideal way to begin each day 
of this special time of the 
year:

Lord Jesus, Master of both 
the light and the darkness, 
send your Holy Spirit upon 
our preparations for Christ-
mas. 

We who have so much to 
do seek quiet spaces to hear 
your voice each day. 

We who are anxious over 
many things look forward to 
your coming among us. 

We who are blessed in 
so many ways long for the 
complete joy of your king-
dom. We whose hearts are 
heavy seek the joy of your 
presence. 

We are your people, walk-
ing in darkness, yet seeking 
the light. 

To you we say, “Come, 
Lord Jesus!” Amen.

Here’s hoping that this 
Advent will make clear to 
us and all the world who’s 
to “blame” for this whole 
Christmas thing.
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prophet reminds us of why messiah was sent

FaTher MIKe STuBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in Overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
university.

in tHe BeGinninG

sCriPture reaDinGs

FIrST weeK OF ADveNT

Nov. 30
FIrST SuNDAy OF ADveNT
Is 63: 16b-17, 19b; 64: 2-7
Ps 80: 2-3, 15-16, 18-19
1 Cor 1: 3-9
Mk 13: 33-37

Dec. 1
Monday
Is 2: 1-5
Ps 122: 1-9
Mt 8: 5-11

Dec. 2
Tuesday
Is 11: 1-10
Ps 72: 7-8, 12-13, 17
Lk 10: 21-24

Dec. 3
Francis Xavier, priest
Is 25: 6-10a
Ps 23: 1-6
Mt 15: 29-37

Dec. 4
John Damascene, priest, doctor of the 
church
Is 26: 1-6
Ps 118: 1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a
Mt 7: 21, 24-27

Dec. 5
Is 29: 17-24
Ps 27: 1, 4, 13-14
Mt 9: 27-31

Dec. 6
Nicholas, bishop
Is 30: 19-21, 23-26
Ps 147: 1-6
Mt 9:35 – 10:1, 5a, 6-8

SeCOND weeK OF ADveNT

Dec. 7
SeCOND SuNDAy OF ADveNT
Is 40: 1-5, 9-11
Ps 85: 9-14
2 Pt 3: 8-14
Mk 1: 1-8

Dec. 8
THe IMMACuLATe CONCePTION OF THe 
BLeSSeD vIrGIN MAry
Gn 3: 9-15, 20
Ps 98: 1-4
eph 1: 3-6, 11-12
Lk 1: 26-38

Dec. 9
Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Is 40: 1-11
Ps 96: 1-3, 10ac, 11-13
Mt 18: 12-14

Dec. 10
wednesday
Is 40: 25-31
Ps 103: 1-4, 8, 10
Mt 11: 28-30

Dec. 11
Damasus I, pope
Is 41: 13-20
Ps 145: 1, 9-13b
Mt 11: 11-15

Dec. 12
Our LADy OF GuADALuPe
Zec 2: 14-17
(Ps) Jdt 13: 18bc, 19
Lk 1: 26-38

Dec. 13
Lucy, virgin, martyr
Sir 48: 1-4, 9-11
Ps 80: 2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Mt 17: 9a, 10-13

PoPe FranCis
every human being has a right to food, and 

no business plan or economic policy can over-
ride that right, Pope Francis told world leaders 
gathered in rome. “the struggle against hun-
ger and malnutrition is hindered by ‘market pri-
orities’ and the ‘primacy of profit,’ which have 

reduced foodstuffs to a commodity like any 
other, subject to speculation, also of a financial 
nature,” the pope said nov. 20 in an address to 
the Second International conference on nutri-
tion. Sponsored by the U.n. Food and agricul-
ture organization and the World health organi-
zation, the nov. 19-21 meeting brought together 
officials responsible for health, food and agri-

culture from 170 countries. While internation-
al discussions often seem preoccupied with 
defining “new rights,” Pope Francis told them, 
people who are “hungry remain on the street 
corners and ask to be recognized as citizens, to 
receive a healthy diet. they ask for dignity, not 
for charity,” the pope told the leaders.

— CNS

oK, who’s to blame for christmas?
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W
ETMORE — 
Humbling.

That’s the 
one word Wade 
Talley, a farm-
er and father of 

nine, uses to describe the past year or 
so of his life. 

In November 2013, Talley, a member 
of St. James Parish in Wetmore, traveled 
to Fort Wayne, Indiana, and record-
ed the first two songs on his recently 
released CD, titled “Shot in the Dark.” 
With those two songs as samples, Tal-
ley launched a successful Kickstart-
er campaign this past summer, which 
raised nearly $16,000 in 30 days, all of 
which went to fund the album. 

Founded in 2009, Kickstarter de-
scribes itself as “the world’s largest 
funding platform for creative proj-
ects” and allows the general public to 
choose from and fund a variety of proj-
ects in film, music, theater and more. 
People can choose to back a project by 
providing financial support in whatev-
er amount they choose. 

Only projects that reach their stat-
ed goals within a specified amount 
of time are funded. To Talley’s sheer 
amazement and almost complete dis-
belief, the project raised $15,480, nearly          

double its stated goal of $8,000. 
In an interview that appeared in 

The Topeka Capital-Journal last June 
6, Talley was quoted as saying, “It’s 
been very humbling for me. I want to 
cry sometimes — the generosity of 
people around here and what they’ve 
done to help me with this project. The 
way I look at things is: who am I that 
someone would want to give me 1,000 
bucks or that someone would want to 
give me $2,000?”

Produced by David Smith of Icon 
Music Studio, the CD features a doz-
en songs, 10 written and/or co-written 
by Talley. All of the songs focus on les-
sons he’s learned along the way about 

being a husband, a father — and a child 
of God. And even though the actual 
album work began last year, in reality, 
the journey began much sooner, nearly 
eight years ago.

In 2006, Talley and his wife Tammy 
had been married for a little more than 
nine years. They were expecting twins, 
but 20 weeks into the pregnancy, the 
couple lost their girls, Lexi and Leslie.  
Shortly after that, Talley wrote “A Few 
Minutes of Eternity,” a song based on 
his feelings at the time and how it refo-
cused his priorities on the things that 
really matter — being a husband, being 
a father and being a Christian.

On his website, Talley discusses the 
experiences in plain and simple lan-
guage: 

“Lexi and Leslie were precious, fully 
human, and absolutely beautiful as are 
all of God’s children. I share this with 
you because it’s at that time this proj-
ect truly began, although I didn’t know 
it at the time.

“A few months after their deaths, 
I was on my way home from school, 
when I felt a deep desire to play my 
guitar. This time was different, though, 
as I felt compelled to keep pen and pa-
per beside me as I played. It was unlike 
anything I had experienced before, and 
about 90 minutes later, I had written 
my first song, ‘A Few Minutes of Eter-
nity.’”

Since the loss of his daughters, Tall-
ey has written other songs, all of which 
he hopes will help others, especially 
his seven children here on earth, come 
to experience their true purpose in life 
— that of seeking God’s will and be-
coming a person after God’s own heart. 

“I was in one of those places six 
or seven years ago where I didn’t like 
who I was,” said Talley. “These are my 
prayers — and, because of some other 
good Catholic families, these prayers 
have turned into some pretty good 
songs.”

With no formal music education, 
Talley taught himself how to play the 
guitar using nothing but books and 
videos. Never in his wildest dreams, he 
said, did he think he’d record a CD. Yet, 
he said God has shown him the path to 
take. It’s a lesson he wants his children 
to learn — that of obedience to God’s 
will.

“My goals for this project are simply 
to share with others what God has giv-
en to me and to teach my children to 
pursue their God-given dreams,” Tall-
ey said.

 “Who I am has nothing to do with 
me,” he added, “but everything to do 
with God and my family.”

For more information about Wade 
Talley and his music, visit the website 
at: www.wadetalleymusic.com.

Farmer, father of nine, releases CD about faith and family
shoT in The Dark

Farmer and musician wade talley, a member of st. James Parish in wetmore, has released his first CD. talley is a self-taught musician.

My goals for 
this project are 

simply to share with 
others what God has 
given to me and to 
teach my children to 
pursue their God-given 
dreams.” 

Wade Talley
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